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I. Political and administrative changes on the ocquied territory of Poland
between 1939 and 1945

When starting the presentation of the populatiorventents, which took place in Poland in the
years of the World War Il and in the period immeelia after the war, we should first precisely
consider the territorial questions, associated wilith changes of the political and administrative
boundaries. At the instant of the outbreak of therld/War Il Poland existed within entirely differten
boundaries than when it reappeared on the map @ipEwafter the war, following the conferences in
Yalta and Potsdam. In such a situation a diffiquttblem arises of defining the boundaries of the
territorial reference unit, which will be approggdor the study and statistical assessments coimcer
spatial movements of the population. In order tocoaaot for all the migration movements we should
consider the situation both on the lands that Rblast, and on those that it gained due to thetipali
changes brought about by the World War IIl. Hendeemwe speak of Polish Lands, in various phases
of the war, we must as a rule account for the enérritory contained between the eastern border of
pre-war Poland, established by the Treaty of Rayal the western border of the post-war Poland,
determined at the Potsdam Conference. This meahsmh admit as the reference unit a very vast
territory. It encompasses, hamely, the entire afehe pre-war Poland, that is — 389,700 sq. km in
1939, and the areas acquired in 1945 at the expEn&ermany, the so-called Regained Lands, of
102,700 sqg. km. Thus, the analysis concerns ahegé¢he area of 492,400 sqg. km. During the entire
period of war important movements of populationevi@king place on this whole territory. They were
mainly of forced nature and took the form of rdsetents or deportations. These forced movements
concerned largely the population of Polish natidtypabut Jews, Germans or Ukrainians were subject
to them as well.

The migration processes were taking place duriegetitire period of military activities, but due to
the changing military situation they were charastgt by instability in time and space. Their scale,
intensity and directions changed. These variousemants of population were connected with the
shifts of the political and administrative bounéati Each and every consecutive definition of the
zones of influence, or of the administrative anditipal divisions among the different levels of the
occupational authorities entailed selective migragi of population. The military defeat of the Third
Reich and the determination of the geographicgbetud Poland by the victorious powers brought the
consecutive large migration waves, leading ultinyate the ethnic homogenisation of this part of the
Central-Eastern Europe.

The particular parts of this vast territory, sthetg from the line of Odra and Nysa wucka rivers
in the West to the border defined by the TreatiRigfa in the East, were subject during the war & th
changing geopolitical and military influences. Alstoevery region, composing the territory
considered, had in different phases of war a diffepolitical-administrative status. This wouldrigi
various consequences for the population inhabiiirgjven region, depending upon the nationality,
language and religion of the inhabitants. Withaagrition of the ethnic structure of this territaagd
the detailed consideration of all the border stoft® could hardly explain and assess the population
movements taking place in that period with varimisensity and timing across space.

The fate of this vast territory was first decideg the Soviet-Nazi agreements. Conform to the
agreement concluded on 23 August 1939 Polish lamel®e split into two parts. The designed
demarcation line went along the river San downstréa Vistula, then along Vistula to Bug-Narew,
upstream Narew and its tributary Pisa to the pre-fa@undary of East Prussia. This design was
changed as a result of the new Soviet-German gt on 28 September in Moscow. Ultimately,
the territory of Poland was divided in such a whgtt201,000 sq. km were incorporated into the
USSR, while 188,700 sq. km fell under the Nazi gation (see Table 1 and Fig. 1).



Table 1.Division of the territory of Poland between USSH &ermany in the years 1939-1941

Occupied territories Surface area Population in 1939
Division as of 1 January 1941 in ‘000 sq. km in % in ‘000 in %

Poland 389.7 100.( 35,33P 100}0
Areas under Nazi occupation, divided into: 188.7 48.4 22,140 62.7
- the Reich 92.5 23.7 10,568 30)0
- the General Governorship 95.5 24.5 11,642 B2.6
- Slovakia 0.7 0.2 3(Q 0.1
Areas under Soviet occupation, divided into: 201.0 .651 13,199 37.3
- Lithuanian SSR 8.3 2.1 537 15
- Belarussian SSR 103.0 26.5 4,738 13.4
- Ukrainian SSR 89.7 23.0 7,929 22.4

SourceMay Rocznik.,.p.5.

The demarcation line started in the South at theeupourse of the river San, in the vicinity of Uzh
Pass in Eastern Carpathians, then followed San stogam, leaving on the Soviet side the locality of
Ustrzyki Dolne, and on the German side — Ustrzykir@. Following San further downstream of
Ustrzyki, the course of the border allowed for itheorporation of the right-bank town of Przerhin
the Soviet part. Close to Sieniawa the occupatiwide left San and reached via a straight line
Krystynopol, located on river Bug. Then, the borfi#lowed the course of the river Bug and reached
the locality of Nur, situated between Soko 6w Psekiland Zambrow. At this place it went away from
Bug and reached as a straight line the river Nasiose to the town of Ostrdka. Then, the border
followed northwards Narew up to its tributary ofs®iand farther up North reached the pre-war
boundary with East Prussia to the North of Kolnad#aionally, as a result of a special plea from
Ribbentropp, the Soviet Union ceded to Germanyelyeon of Suwa ki with the towns of Suwa ki and
Sejny (Bregman 1987, p. 80). The demarcation lieatvwparallel to the longitude on this segment, in
the direct vicinity of Augustow, which remained thre Soviet side. The further course of events made
this border last only between 28 September 193%22niline 1941. Determination of this border had
not just political significance, but brought alsentbgraphic consequences. The fates of the populatio
on both sides of the border were different. Divisimf the country into two parts caused important
population movements. They took place not only leetwthe two parts, but the occupants conducted,
as well, within their respective zones, actionsiagnat removal from definite areas of the inhakigan
who were considered unfit for various reasonsataethnic, class or economic ones.

The territory annexed by the Soviet Union was ipooated into the Ukrainian Soviet Socialist
Republic (SSR) — 89,700 sq. km, the ByelorussiaR $3.03,000 sq. km, and the Lithuanian SSR —
8,300 sg. km. Significant political and administratchanges took place on the areas occupied by the
German Reich. Thus, based on the Hitler's decré&3ctober 1939 new administrative breakdown
was introduced on these territories. The decre® @ctober 1939 brought the incorporation of
Pomerania, Greater Poland, Silesia, Cuiavia, PMakovia, Dbrowa Coal Basin, the major part of
the Lodz province, as well as parts of Kielce amacGw provinces into the German Reich. A separate
by-law stipulated the inclusion of the county ofaiki into the Regency of Gin (East Prussia).



Fig. 1. Division of the territory of Poland between USSR &ermany in years 1939-1941

This area, incorporated into the Reich, was diviohtd large units, lands or provinces, subdivided
into regencies. In the northern part of the arealéimd of West Prussia was establish@di¢hsgau
Westpreussgn whose name was afterwards changed to &dsVest PrussiaReichsgau Danzig-
WestpreussgnThis area was divided into three regencies: Gklakwidzyn and Bydgoszcz. Total
surface area was equal 26,056 sq. km, of which3Z1s?. km was the former Polish territory. The



second land, established on the territory incorgar#o the Reich, was initially called Land of Pazn
(Reichsgau Posénto be then renamed to the Land of Warta riRgi¢hsgau WarthelandThis land
encompassed the area of the Polish region of Grealand. In the subsequent phase this land was
extended by addition of the counties of Gostynintr®, ask, Lodz with the city of Lodz, and

czyca, as well as the western parts of the counfiBszeziny, Piotrkébw and Radomsko. After these
administrative changes the Land of Warta had tea af 43,942 sg. km and was divided into three
regencies: Poznalnowroc aw and Lodz (uczak 1993, pp.94-95). Tiemaining Polish territories,
annexed to the Reich, located in the southern paate included in the Silesian provindergvinz
Oberschlesien A part of them was incorporated in the regentypole, while the rest formed the
regency of Katowice. Besides, the northern coundifethe region of Masovia were incorporated in
East Prussia. A new regency was formed out of thewing the surface area of 16,144 sq. km, with
the capital in Ciechanéw.

The eastern boundary of the area included in then&e Reich stretched from the Slovak border to
the East of ywiec, then crossed the river Vistula between Graaaod Owi cim, turned towards the
North, passed in the direct vicinity of Gtochowa, leaving the town on the eastern sidaeobbrder.
Then it went northwards, approaching Vistula clas®/yszogrod. The areas around WiglGieradz,
Zdu ska Wola, Brzeziny, G owno, Kutno, and the citylofdz, were also incorporated in the Reich.
Close to the confluence of Bzura and Vistula thedeoturned perpendicularly to the East, reaching
Nowy Dwér and Serock. Farther on it went in patalie the river Narew, attaining in the
neighbourhood of Ostrdka the Soviet-German demarcation line. The fartmmrse of the border
along Narew and Pisa was identical with the dentimmcdine dividing the two occupied parts of
Poland.

With the consecutive decree of 12 October 1939abaman authorities established the position of
General Governor for the occupied areas encomgatsencentral part of Poland, located between the
new eastern border of the German Reich, and thedaoy line having appeared owing to the
agreement between Ribbentropp and Molotov. Thus, db-called General Gouvernement was
created, commonly referred to as General Goverippréts eastern border was constituted on the
entire length by the Soviet-German demarcation. liffeis particular decree made yet an explicit
reference to the occupied territories of Polandthviie subsequent decree, of 15 August 1940, even
this reference disappeared. The words “occupiedsitPotrritories” were omitted, and only the term
“General Gouvernement” was used. From the legahtpoi view this meant that starting with 15
August 1940 the Third German Reich treated Pobstu$ as ultimately conquered and incorporated
into its territory.

According to the estimates the population numbePaind as of 31 August 1939, on the eve of
the World War II, was at 35,339,000. The areas piecliby the German Reich were inhabited by
22,140,000 persons, while the Soviet zone — bydB30D0 personsa y Rocznik. 1941, p. 5). In the
western part the population of Polish nationalibd &olish language dominated, while in the zone
occupied by the Soviet Union the ethnic structues wighly complex. Despite the fact that altogether
the non-Polish population dominated, there were ynRaales, who played on these areas quite a
significant demographic, social and economic rdleat is why just after having incorporated eastern
Poland the Soviet authorities started the actiomrg at de-Polonisation of these areas. With the ai
of achieving these objectives the deportationspardecutions of Polish population were soon started

The German occupational authorities conducted rdiffe policies with respect to the population
inhabiting the areas included in the Reich, anchwispect to the population living in General
Governorship. This fact had significant demogramuosequences. On the areas incorporated into the
Reich it was intended to liquidate the Polish eletie national terms. On the territory of the Gexher
Governorship, in turn, this was to take place adatar date. That is why the resettlements of the
population on the areas incorporated into the Rbeadhbigger dimensions and were carried out more
ruthlessly.

The German-Soviet conflict changed diametrically piolitical situation. In the time period of just
a dozen days all the former provinces of the pre-Raland found themselves under German
occupation. The demarcation line established orteSdper 28 1939, ceased to exist. The Nazi



authorities introduced new administrative divisiamsthe newly occupied areas. Thus, the decision of
1 August 1941 stipulated that the former Polishviproes of Stanis awdw and Tarnopol, as well as the
eastern part of the former province of Lwow witle ity of Lwow (L'viv) itself were incorporated
into the General Governorship. A new district, edlGalicia, was formed out of these territoriese Th
pre-war province of Bia ystok, and the north-easteounties of the province of Warsaw, occupied
since September 1939 by the Soviets, were incomxbraafter having been taken over by the
Wehrmacht, directly into the Reich. The remainimgtern lands of the Polish Commonwealthe
regions of Volhynia and Polesie) were includedhi@ Reich Commissariat Ukraine, while the regions
of Vilna and Nowogrédek — in the Reich Commissadgast Ostland.

The subsequent political and administrative changere associated with the military catastrophe
of Germany, the marching of the Soviet army intteRd, and the decisions of the superpowers taken
in Teheran and in Yalta (the eastern boundary tdri®d), as well as in Potsdam (western boundary of
Poland).

The new, post-war Polish eastern border was datedmpproximately according to the so-called
Curzon Line. It divided in the North the pre-waopince of Bia ystok in such a way that two counties
(Grodno and Wo kowysk) were incorporated in the IBggssian SSR. On the other hand the western
part of the Bia ystok province and the three nedistern counties of the Warsaw province became an
integral part of Poland. Along this segment of bleeder a significant shift eastwards took placehwit
respect to the demarcation line established in ageement concluded in September 1939 by
Ribbentropp and Molotov. The central part of thevreastern border of Poland went along the river
Bug. Over this segment it was the same as theradsteindary of the General Governorship. There
were some small changes with respect to the deti@rdane in the southern part. Thus, of the pre-
war Lwow (L'viv) province Poland regained the copmtf Lubaczéw, a large part of the Jaros aw
county, the county of Przemywith the city of Przemyl, partly the county of Dobromil, and small
parts of the counties of Sokal, Rawa Ruska and @awoThis territory was inhabited in 1939 by
altogether 1,342,800 persons. The new Polish-Sdaader was finally established at the Moscow
conference on 16 August 1945. Thus, a new diviimgwas established, crossing the territory of the
pre-war Poland, this line having become the easteumdary of Poland. The entire area to the East of
the line was incorporated in the USSR. This factubght highly significant consequences for the
population living to the East of the new politicdivide. These people, namely, lost their Polish
citizenship. The so-called repatriation agreemerdse signed between Poland and the Soviet Union
with the aim of ethnic unification of the areasuated on both sides of the Curzon line, making it
possible for the Polish, Ukrainian, and Belarugiapulation to move across the border.

The very significant territorial losses of Polandthe East were compensated for with the gains in
the West, at the expense of Germany. Yet, degpgedmpensation the total area of Poland decreased
from 389,700 sg. km to 312,600 sg. km. The new evasand northern boundaries of Poland were
determined on the basis of decisions taken byhteetvictorious powers. Germany lost to Poland the
areas situated between the Polish-German bordablissted in Versailles after the World War | and
the new border on the Odra and Nysayaka rivers. These were the areas of the entirenegs of
Opole (Oppeln), Wroc aw (Breslau), Koszalin (Kokliand large parts of the regencies of Szczecin
(Stettin), Frankfurt (on Odra river), and Legnitae@nitz). Besides, Poland gained the entire tnyit
of the Free City of Gdak (Danzig), as well as the southern part of Eagsdta (the regencies of
Olsztyn and Kwidzyn, and the southern parts ofrgencies of Krélewiec [Kdnigsberg, Kaliningrad],
and G bin).

This large territory was inhabited in 1931 by 8,3®D persons, and then in 1939 — by 8,855,000
persons (Dziewaski, Kosi ski 1967, p. 54). Except for the western part opélpSilesia, the eastern
part of the region of Opole, and a part of Warmia dMasuria, the rest of this area had a uniform
German character. The decision was taken at thed®uot conference by the victorious powers of

! Polish language uses, with respect to Polandftentistorical Polish-Lithuanian state, the trafistaof the
Latin Res publica- that is:Rzeczpospolitavhich, translated back literally to English wolle: The common
thing. We chose to use the te@@mmonwealttknown in English language, which bears largelyshame
meaning and derives from the same origin. The naif® Commonwealth is commonly used to refer to
Poland of between-the-world-wars (transl.).



resettling the entire German population having loiteal the area that fell to Poland after the World
War Il. This decision, of enormous consequences, egaried out. The statistical data presented show
that the territory bounded on the East by the Rdlisviet border determined in the Treaty of Riga of
1921 and on the West by the new, post-war westerdeb of Poland, stretching along the Odra and
Nysa u ycka rivers, was inhabited in 1931 by 40,489,006:q@es, and in 1939 — by 44,194,000
persons of Polish, German or the Free City of GHaitizenship (see Fig. 2).

Fig. 2. Ethnic structure of the areas situated betweerettstern boundary of Poland as of 1939 and
the western boundary of Poland as of 1946, accaorttirthe ethnic status of 1931

The fate of this entire population during the Wowiéhar Il was dramatic. Enormous masses of
people inhabiting this territory were subject tdegriination or deportations. Millions of peopletno
having changed their residence, became the citiakeasother state.

The demographic losses were selective in ethnimgeifhe most acute were the losses of the
Jewish population, which was almost entirely exieated due to the planned holocaust undertaken
by the Nazi authorities. Large losses were alséesed by the Polish and German populations. A
significant part of the population, who survivee thardships and the dramatic events of the war, was



forced to abandon their places of residence. Timnd &f exodus affected in a particular manner the
German population, but a lot of Poles, as well, tu¢he border shifts, were subject to important
resettlement actions. The great migration wavedsngaplace during the decade of 1939-1949, had a
diversified temporal course. The intensity of p@pi@n movements, taking various forms
(resettlement, expulsion, flight, deportation), mipad depending upon the military situation and the
decisions of authorities in power at a given timgtant. Migrations affected in various phases af wa
people of different ethnic, national or religiousgms. All these are apparently known things, asit
we pass over to systematic assessment, and e$péziglantitative estimations, it turns out that o
knowledge is quite limited. There exist numerousthyand false convictions in this domain,
functioning in a persistent manner in the socialsoiousness. On the other hand, the literaturbeof t
subject contains numerous analytical elaborateseraing the detailed issues, while the quantified
synthetic reports are missing. In addition, thebfgm was mainly taken up by the historians, for
whom the spatial and demographic dimensions welesstr importance. That is why it appears to be
purposeful to carry out a statistical geographasdessment of all the more important migrations of
political character, which took place on the Polestds in the period of World War Il. Not all ofethe
population movements can be precisely quantifiaterpretation of these movements may also be
ambiguous. Yet, it is beyond doubt that these ‘Oreenderings of the peoples” changed completely
the demographic and ethnic situation of Poland.

II. Population movements on the Polish lands in thgears 1939-1948

1. Movements of population caused by the Septembegridafe Campaign of 1939

The aggression from the side of the Nazi Germaolovwed by the invasion by the Soviet

Army, triggered off immediately mass movementshef population. In the first phase of the German-
Polish war thousands of people, residing in westarth central Poland, started a spontaneous flight
before the approaching German army. In view ofuae/ rapid advancement of the front line the
evacuation action soon ended and the populatiotedt#o return to their places of residence. It is
estimated that during the five-week military opi&mag some 66,000 Polish soldiers were killed. The
losses among the civilian population have not bestrmated until today. Essential migration-related
consequences were brought about by the establishofighe demarcation line, dividing the areas
under the German and Soviet occupation.

The movements of the population across the deniancliie were distinctly selective. Jewish
population would largely escape to the East, feggtite German persecutions. On the other hand, the
persons moving towards the West were mainly Paspecially the representatives of the owning
class who feared repression from the side of théeSoccupants. The scale of these movements is
hard to estimate, since various sources quotereliftevalues. Conform to the not too precise Soviet
data some 300,000 persons having lived before@armas occupied by the Third Reich moved to the
Soviet occupation zone. On the other hand, the dmtian line was crossed from the eastern side by
several dozen thousand people.

The approaching collapse of the Polish state, araparticular manner the news that the Red
Army marched into the territory of the Commonwealihought about a wave of emigrations to the
neutral countries, neighbouring with Poland, antlingolved in the conflict, that is — to Romania,
Hungary, Lithuania and Latvia.

In the early morning hours of 18 September 1939Rtesident of Poland, Ignacy Mucki,

Polish Government and the Commander-in-Chief, Matdbdward mig y-Rydz, crossed the Polish-

Romanian border. Polish authorities were interddthe same time, masses of migrants as well as
regular Polish troops started to flow into Romamiacording to the state as of 22 September 1939
there were 20,845 Polish military in Romania (iméhg 1,259 officers and 19,586 privates). Some
sources estimate that approximately 30,000 Polidtiess found refuge in Romania in September
1939, including the entire staff of the chief heaalders. There were 9,276 persons of airforce,staff
with 1,491 air officers (Willaume 1981, pp.77-78plish soldiers and civilian population have been



moving into Romania until the end of October. Acting to the data of the Polish Red Cross the
flight of some 40 thousand Polish civilians fromldw was recorded. It is difficult to establish the
precise number of Poles having crossed the PolishaRian border. The estimates vary, ranging
between 50 and 100 thousand refugees (with 30 tbdisand soldiers in this number).

The Romanian authorities organised special camp®dtish soldiers. One of the first such
camps, meant for 20,000 soldiers, was the one mgoVi te. Thereafter, smaller camps were
established — in Tirgu-Jiu, Coracal, Slatina, C#laPistra, Corabia, Halmei etc. Poles treated thei
stay in Romania as a transitory one and startedganise planned as well as spontaneous evacuation
from Romania, trying to get over various route§tance. Until the end of October 3,842 militaryt lef
Romania. Then, until Decembers31939, altogether 11,457 persons left Romanianirorganised
manner, while in January — 4,145 persons. HencBebuary 1940 only 7,271 of the Polish interned
military staff remained in Romanian camps (Willaub881, p. 81).

The military catastrophe of Poland brought abosb @ mass flight to the friendly Hungary.
Thus, several full Polish military detachments semkthe then Polish-Hungarian border. These were,
in particular, the 10 Armoured Cavalry Brigade, a part of thé"iCarpathian Division, the complete
detachments of the“3Brigade of Mountain Fusiliers, and so on. Theyavedisarmed and interned.
The mass exodus of Poles lasted until the middi®abber 1939. The number of Polish refugees,
both military and civil ones, who came to Hungasyhard to establish. The estimates range between
50,000 and 110,000, and reach even 140,000. Ibeaxpected that the lower estimates are closer to
reality (Wieliczko 1977, p. 92). Similarly as in Rania, the action started of evacuation of thesRoli
military to France or to the Middle East. Until &uh940 as many as 21,000 of the military staff left
Hungary (of whom — in March 1940: 3,967 persong, ianApril: 4,461 persons). The remaining ones
either stayed in Hungary over the entire periodvaf, or were transported to Germany, or returned
during the occupation to Poland.

Crossing of the Polish-Lithuanian border by theitany and civil refugees started on
September 1% 1939, and lasted until the end of September. fifaeinformation on the number of
Poles interned by the Lithuanian authorities iseda28’ September 1939. At that time there were
12,767 Polish soldiers in the transitory campswhbm 2,487 officers and 500 police officers. The
number of interned did not change much. Accordmghe data of the Lithuanian Red Cross 14,000
persons were interned. During the subsequent maonéghsumber of the interned decreased (Vilkialis
1995, p. 317). A part of those interned in Lith@aneturned on their own will to their permanent
residence locations in the Soviet zone (1,700 emliand in the German zone (1,600 soldiers). Some
3,000 of the interned escaped from the camps. Aftbuania had been taken over by the Red Army
there were still 4,373 interned Polish military, avivere transported to the Soviet Union (Vilkialis
1995, p. 321).

In view of the peripheral location of this segmeiitthe border, the least number of Polish
citizens came to neutral Latvia as the result ef dbfeat in the September war. Some 3-4 thousand
soldiers and several thousand civil refugees frioenregion of Vilna crossed the border with Latvia.
Their fates differed considerably. Only few werdeatp make it to Sweden. After the Red Army
marched in numerous military were transported ® $oviet camps. A group of the civil persons
returned to Poland. The remaining ones found johstvia.

It is difficult to give a precise number of the oat number of Polish refugees, who stayed for
a shorter or longer period after the September aggnpin the four neutral countries, neighbouring
upon Poland. The most probable estimates osciladend the number of 150,000. This number
included to a large extent officers and privatesha Polish army, whose later fates were highly
dramatic. A large part of them were evacuated -ngwd the efforts of the Polish government in exile
— at the turn of the year 1940 to France (somehdQsand) or the Middle East — to Syria, Palestine
and Cyprus (some 8 thousand). More than ten thoussiitary succeeded in making their way in an
unofficial manner to the West from Hungary, Romaania the Baltic States. Some 6 thousand persons
returned to Poland. The remaining ones (roughhti@isand), after the German army entered the
respective countries, were transported to the P@wps in Germany (Piesowicz 1988b, p. 95).
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According to estimates, at the turn of October 18%9e were some 744,000 POWSs from the
Polish army, taken prisoners by the Germans an8dhéts. Of those, roughly 200,000 were taken by
the Red Army. Thus, if we account for the refugegsp made it to the neutral countries, some
900,000 young men found themselves in a very dilfisituation, far from their places of residence,
owing to the defeat in the September campaignK&pes).

Fig. 3. Polish military taken prisoners of war by the Gemaand Soviets, as well as refugees
to the neutral countries after the defeat of Septym 939

According to Polish data the number of Polish PQdken by the Germans was 420,000 —
officers and privates. Conform to the official Gammdocumentation the number of the Polish military
taken prisoners would be 694,000, of whom arounth80sand officers. Some 10,000 of these POWs
died of wounds after being taken prisoners. Thd,d00 of them were released. Hence, altogether
544,000 military of the former Polish army remairr@@Ws of the Germans (Pollack 1982, p. 14).
After the termination of military activities a padf the POWs were liberated. In October and
November 1939 the prisoners of German, Ukrainiad Belarusian nationalities were released.
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Besides, Germans released also several tens afahds of Jews, who were afterwards in their vast
majority killed in the holocaust.

After taking prisoners the Germans would sepataeoftficers from the privates, and directed
them to the rallying points, from where they wermnsported to the transition camps
(Durchgangslager They were established in Poland or on the eagtgritories of the Reich. The
POWSs were then transported from the transition catoghe permanent camps, located deeper within
the German territory. Officers were placed in tbecalledoflags (officer camps), while privates and
non-coms in the so-callestalags In 1939 altogether 38talagswere established. Their number
changed in the consecutive years (1940 stdlagcamps, 1941 — 63 camps, 1943 — 49, and 1944 —
47). The largesbflag camp was the known officer camp in Waldenberg.

Because of the shortage of labour force in the @zanomy, Hitler issued in the spring of
1940 a decree, in which he ordered to change #tessbf Polish privates and officers, and to employ
them within the Third Reich. Owing to this decisisome 140,000 Polish military were directed to
work in the German economy in the years 1940-194% was equivalent to depriving them of the
rights proper for the POWs and the assistance fitwninternational Red Cross. Thereby also the
number of interned in the POW camps decreased.

On the basis of reports sent to the Internatioread Rross it can be stated that in September
1944 there were 36,666 Polish privates and non-aameell as 17,023 officers in the German camps.
Thus, the total was 53,689 (Pollack 1982, p.170t&tober 1944 the camps took in several thousand
Polish soldiers interned in Hungary. At the samaetimore than 16,000 participants of the Warsaw
Uprising reached the POW camps as well. Consequaht number of Polish POWSs increased to
73,000 (20,000 officers and 53,000 privates and-aams). These numbers do not account for the
Polish soldiers taken prisoners in the course efftench campaign in 1940 (15,000 persons) nor the
prisoners from the Polish People’s Army, fightingreg with the Red Army, nor from the Polish
Armed Forces in the West.

The distribution and the situation of Polish offe@nd soldiers staying in the German POW
camps are the subject of a rich literature andatoequire a more detailed consideration. On therot
hand, the fate of the Polish POWSs remaining iniceypton the Soviet side was until 1990 subject to
censorship. There were numerous publications andhibject, appearing in the West, but they were
not very precise. It was only after it became gulegio consult the Soviet archives that our knogéed
started to be sufficient to show in a quantifiechmer the movements and the situation of the Polish
POWs, taken by the Red Army in September 1939. mhet consistent account, based on source
material, is the report of A. G owacki (1992), wstndied the archival materials existing in Moscow.
On the basis of this study and the publication ofLEbedeva (1997) one can attempt a complete
presentation of the fate of Polish POWSs in the East

According to the Soviet data, more than 200,000sRabfficers and privates were Soviet
prisoners after the aggression was over. At thae tPOW camps were established on the order from
L. Beria for 41,000 interned. At the beginning aft@ber the organised POW camps could admit only
68,000 persons. This is the most probable explamdtr the release of the privates and non-coms
residing on the territories situated to the Easthef German-Soviet demarcation line. This decision
entailed the release of 42,400 privates and norscamtil October ¥, 1939, the rallying points took
over from the detachments of the Red Army 99,140WBOof whom 77,675 were then sent to the
distribution camps (Lebedeva 1997, p. 72). Dudéosubsequent decision of the Council of People’s
Commissars of October 1939 some 33,000 Polish PQWilsout officers) were turned over to the
German side as the inhabitants of the areas oatbgi¢he Nazis. Until 19 November 1939 ultimately
43,472 Polish POWs were turned over to the Germ@nsthe other hand — the German authorities
turned over until 14 November 1939 to the Sovi&§37 POWSs originating from the eastern parts of
the 29 Commonwealth. A part of the Polish POWs — 10,37%Vere to work in the mines of the Iron
Ore Basin of Krivyi Rog. Another group of prisonesss employed in construction of the road
Nowogrdéd Wo y ski — Réwne — Brody — Lwéw (L'viv). For this purpos large camp was set up in
Rowne, in which 18,000 prisoners lived as of Oct@@, 1939. As of August 9 1940, there were
14,556 Polish POWs employed at the constructighisfroad. The total number of Polish prisoners in
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the camps established in October 1939 was 56, %8V ttas number was gradually decreasing (see
Table 2, Fig. 4).

Fig. 4. Polish POW camps on the territory of the Sovietddron 30 October 1939

The subsequent changes were associated with theldigpn of three large camps — in
Starobielsk, Ostashkov and Kozel'sk — and the extetion of the Polish officers from these camps.
During two months (April-May 1940) altogether 1475Bolish POWs were killed (of whom 6,287
were from Ostashkov, 4,404 from Kozel'sk, and 3,8861 Starobielsk). Besides, on the basis of the
same decision, taken on March, 8.940, by the Political Bureau of the Soviet Comist Party,
7,305 military and civil persons were also shote Fiisoners having survived this massacre, as well
as the Polish military interned after the annexatbthe Baltic States, were concentrated primanily
the camps of Grazovets and Yukhnov. Then, in tbasecutive camp, set up in Knyaz'-Pokost,
situated in the northern district of Komi, 7,754i8to POWs were employed at the construction of the
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railway Kolas-Vorkuta. Camps were also establisloedthe Kola Peninsula and in the area of
Arkhangelsk, where Polish POWs worked, too, in yeagd conditions.

Table 2.Numbers of Polish POWs in the camps of NKVD* betvi@etober and December 1939

No. POW camps As of:
30.10.1939| 10.11.1939 10.12.1939 31.12.1939
1 Starobielsk 2,511 3,926 3,907 3,916
2 Ostashkov 5,43[L 5774 5,961 6,291
3 Kozel'sk 1,777 4,628 4,726 4,766
4 Putyvl’ 2,887 71 . .
5 Oranki 1,497 9
6 |Vologda 402 3 i .
7 Kozelshchisna 1,148 4 - -
8 Yukhnov 358 36 421 114
9 Gr'azovets 5 5 - -
10 | Yuzha 4,097 23B - -
Totals for the POW camps 20,108 14,689 15)015 15,087
1 Admission points 8,412 5,063 - -
2 Rowne 18,000 15,113 14,084 13,297
3 Metallurgic plants 10,267 10,370 10,337 10,326
Grand totals 56,787 45,285 39,436 38,710

! a number of POW camps located in eastern Ukrain&iivyi Rog, Bol'shoie Zaporizhzhiya, and
Yelenovo-Karakubskiye.

*NKVD (Narodnaya Komissyia Vnutrennykh D’el People’s Commissariat of Internal Affairs,
dealing mainly with political dissent and largegsponsible for the camp system in the USSR.

Source: A. G owackiJe cy polscy w ZSRR wrzesi#939 — lipiec 1941Polish POWs in the USSR
September 1939 — July 194Wojskowy Przegld Historyczny, vol. XXXVII, 3, Warsaw 1992.

On the basis of the documentation available A. @akw (1992, p. 64) concludes that the
statistical data provided are not complete, forf#tte of some 60,000 Polish POWSs, taken prisongrs b
the Soviets in the second half of September 1%3%t given account of.

The here presented data imply that the direct cpresece of the September defeat was the
permanent or temporal relocation of more than #fusand persons. They were primarily the
military of the former Polish army. Besides, watadled forced migration movements of the civil
population, encompassing also hundreds of thousahdseople. This was associated with large
irreversible demographic losses. These losses welective with respect to nationality, age and
gender. They affected first of all young men ofi§tohationality.

2. Resettlements of population from the Polish lamdsiporated into the Third German
Reich

Immediately after the incorporation of the westpart of Poland into the Third Reich, the
Nazi authorities started planned activities aimanghe relocation from these areas of a signifigent
of the Polish population. This program was assediatith preparation of vast settlement areas fer th
Germans, that is — the creation of the so-called Bpace in the East (tlebensraum- the living
space). There were different concepts in this domaccording to one of them, after the victorious
war with the Soviet Union Poles were to be resgttte Western Siberia. In the framework of the
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hypothetical long-term plans the short-term undénigs started to be implemented, with the purpose
of Germanising the areas incorporated and of rengpailarge part of the Polish population residing
there. This task was being achieved at an unevienarad with the use of different methods. The
causes lied in the changing military situation ahd appearance of new economic needs. The
obstacles to the mass relocation of the Polish lptipn were also of the objective political chaeagt
but mainly of the technical one. The capacitietheftransport system were strictly limited duehe t
military operations. The necessity of rational a&abour force on place also made it more diffi¢al
undertake radical resettlement projects. On theofdhis, the authorities of the General Governigrsh
would not make the task easier, admitting quite illimgly the transports of evacuated Poles. Alkthi
made the German authorities correct the plansiantithe scale of relocations. Yet, during thetfirs
phase of war, before the aggression against theetSdwion, a relatively large deportation actionswa
realised.

The basis for the concrete action was constitutethé personal decision of Hitler's, taken at
the beginning of October, in which he entitled Hilemio start relocation of the Polish and Jewish
population from Gdask, Gdynia and PoznaThe first resettlements affected Gdynia, from rehe
until 26 October 1939 as many as 12,271 Poles wemoved. In the subsequent decision of
Himmler's of 30 October 1939 the scope of reloasiérom the areas incorporated into the Reich was
broadened, and the dates as well as selectiomi@ntere made more precise. The deportations were
to be applied to the entire Jewish population, £oléginating from the so-called Congress Kingdom
area, and the ones considered inimical toward&#renan authorities. This latter group encompassed
the entire educated class and the members of thetmally oriented organisations. Simultaneously,
in the region of Gdask Pomerania, a widely conceived exterminatioroacivas started, during which
tens of thousands of persons were killed (in paldic— in the locality of Pianica).

In order to realise the plans designed the Naziauiiies prepared the program of relocations
according to the so-called three short-term pl&tahplan. In the first of them, with duration between
December ¥ and 17, 1939, relocation of 80,000 persons from the afeesrporated to the Reich
was envisaged, in the second, encompassing tire gatir 1940 — more than 600,000 persons were to
be relocated, and in the third, lasting until timel @ 1941 — more than 800,000 persons. Altogether
some 1.5 million Poles were to be resettled toGkeaeral Governorship in the period of two years.
The first of these planned stages was fully exetuide subsequent two resettlement stages were
executed only partly. The entire deportation prograas presented in the source publication of W.
Jastrzbski (1968). The scale of these relocations wilshewn here on the basis of this publication.

In the framework of the first relocation stage &B persons were deported from the so-called
Land of Warta river \Varthegay. This group was dominated by Poles, but it inethdilso Jews.
Transports were carried out by railroads in vemshalimatic conditions (sharp, frosty winter). ét |
of people did not survive this deportation. Theansawith the deported people were directed to the
General Governorship towards the districts of Waraad Cracow, where the deported were left at
various rallying points, located in the completehprepared facilities. This entailed, again, nurasro
deaths and illnesses. After the realisation of $kagie of the action, a break ensued, which lastétl
February 18, 1940. On this day the second stage was statedsa-called “intermediary plan”
(Zwischenplajy which lasted until March'3 1940. During this short period 40 trains wereesiifed
from the Land of Warta, with 40,120 deported pessdrhe most affected was the Polish population
living in the cities. The objective of this selegtiaction was to deprive the Poles of the leadirajas
of the society, which could in the future consgttihe core of the anti-German activity. That is why
high shares among the deported were taken by tbheag®tl and the landed gentry. The planned
relocations encompassed at that time first ofhalldo-called Land of Warta, and only to a verytiéai
degree Gdesk Pomerania and Silesia. The deported persons diezeted to the successively
established transitory camps, to be then sentdoGéneral Governorship. Later on, in view of the
refusal from the side of the authorities of the &ahGovernorship of admitting further transpotte
Poles put into these camps, remained there andemgpéoyed on place in German economy.

After another short break, ending on MarcH" 15940, the subsequent stage of relocations
from the so-called Land of Warta was started. Tétmge lasted until January 01941, and
encompassed 133,506 persons, of whom 2,399 peri&diiling the racial criteria of being fit for
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“Germanising”, were sent to the Reich, some 10 $had were sent to work in German industry and
agriculture, while remaining ones were sent digettl the General Governorship. At the same time
mass deportations were being carried out from thasaof Upper Silesia and the northern counties of
Masovia, incorporated into East Prussia. The daports from the areas incorporated into the Sifesia
province started on September®3940, and they affected primarily the county gfviec, from
where until December ¥4 1940, 18 transports were dispatched carrying 1B7,gersons. The
deportations from the Regency of Ciechan6éw concemainly the county of M awa, from which
10,700 inhabitants were resettled betweeh dfd 28" November 1940 in eleven railway transports.
The subsequent action took place between Decenfbean8 17, 1940, and in its framework
additional 10 transports were dispatched with 9 8d&ons. Similar actions took place in the distric
of Gda sk-West Prussia, from where between November 194D March 1%, 1941, 10,504
inhabitants were deported. The subsequent stagdazfations from the Land of Warta was started on
January 2%, 1941. During two months, that is — until MarcH"15941, the Nazi authorities managed
to relocate in 19 transports 19,226 persons.

This was the last organised resettlement actioe. duthorities of the General Governorship
decided not to accept any further transport sineeckl 18', 1941. They motivated this decision by the
economic arguments and the perturbations thatraimsports were bringing about in the war economy,
especially in the period of preparations to wahwiite Soviet Union.

The general statistical summary of the resettlensdnthe Polish — and partly Jewish —
population from the areas incorporated into theeR&b the territory of the General Governorship was
elaborated by W. Jastiaski (1968, p. 86). The author mentioned quotesisnwork the contents of
the report submitted to Hitler by the Staff Unittbe Reich’s Commissioner for the strengthening of
the German element. Thus, according to this doctiimetwveen September 1939 and the end of the
resettlement action 365,000 persons were depoifetl. Jastrzbski is of the opinion that the
relocations affected a much higher number of intlaaité, since the reports of the Resettlement Centre
in Lodz suggest that from the Land of Warta alo86,841 persons were deported to the General
Governorship. It can be concluded from the Germagcuohents that 91,533 persons were deported
from the district of Gdask-West Prussia, 22,000 from Upper Silesia, an848from the regency of
Ciechandéw. Hence, altogether 414,820 persons wehaded in the forced action of resettlement from
the areas incorporated into the Reich to the Gé@maernorship, the ones deported in an unplanned
manner put aside. While presenting these statistata, W. Jastrbski proposes that the deportations
affected in reality altogether 450,000 inhabitafee should yet add that in the consequence dafrterr
numerous Poles, fleeing persecutions, left théaeirs annexed into the Reich. This was taking@la
under the circumstances of the extermination aarented against Jews and the Polish intelligantsi

During the following years, 1941-1944, further ao8 of extermination of Jews and
deportation of Poles from the areas included inRleich were taking place. They were, however,
increasingly chaotic and had a smaller scale. Toeerand more dramatic socio-economic situation,
caused by the military defeats and difficultiestiansport, made impossible undertaking of new,
broader resettlement actions. And still, yet umhié end of 1944 the German authorities were
attempting to change the ethnic situation withia fibrmer western territories of Poland. Accordiag t
Cz. uczak (1979 p. 136) in the years 1939-1944nsetn 918,000 and 928,000 persons were deported
or evicted from the areas incorporated in the Reiftthese — 630,000 from the Land of Warta river,
81,000 from Silesia, 124,000 from Pomerania, 25,006 the Bia ystok district, 28,000 from the
regency of Ciechanéw, and between 30,000 and 40i©@0e framework of the so-called “wild”
deportations, taking place mainly in Pomerania (&ge5).
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Fig. 5. Deportations of Polish population to the so-cali@dneral Governorship from the areas
incorporated in the Third Reich in the period 198944

The actions of forced resettlement and deportattonducted on the territories incorporated
into the Third Reich, brought later on highly digadtageous consequences for the German
population. They namely made a precedent and igtithe later relocations of the German
population. It is known that they were not the oeagor the decisions taken in Potsdam on the
resettlement of the German population from Polaet, they were the starting point of a certain
process, which aimed at creation of ethnically gjuareas through deportation of the native
population and settling of the newcomers, repr@sgrithe nationality of the victorious country, on
their place.

3. Deportations of population from the Polish landsoiporated to the Soviet Union

The invasion of the Soviet army on the easterritoeies of the ¥ Commonwealth and the
incorporation of these territories in the ByeloraesSSR, Ukrainian SSR and partly Lithuania (the
region of Vilna) brought highly significant consesees for the population inhabiting these areas. Th
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inhabitants, irrespective of their nationality, weteprived of the Polish citizenship and were stbje
to the Soviet legal system. In terms of practiealisation of the respective decree, the actiothef
so-called “passportising” was declared (in pre-Raland there was no internal passport nor ID card),
associated with the granting of the Soviet citibgms The population inhabiting the occupied
territories was classified into numerous categoneith application of various criteria referring to
nationality, religion, wealth, social status, pasgi®n as well as potential attitude towards the new
authorities. This was to constitute the basis figr ¢onduct of an appropriate repression policy with
respect to various social groups. In the very fitshse the persecutions affected the owning classes
the former Polish administrative apparatus, policéjtary and clergy. Thereafter the repression
encompassed the entire Polish population, as wehe persons of other nationalities, associatéidl wi
the groups or societies that were considered tmibgcal with respect to the “new reality”. Arrests
started, followed by the widely conceived actiohpapulation relocation. The occupied territory was
treated as a border zone, within which the presehgmlitically uncertain persons, not guaranteeing
full loyalty with respect to the Soviet authorishould not be tolerated.

Mass arrests and deportations of population faryawe the territory of the Soviet Union
commenced. These problems were broadly discussttkiRolish literature in exile. The numerous
published reports and studies, though, were baseglite haphazard and subjective documentation,
founded on the accounts from individuals. That eywhe estimates concerning the number of the
deported were provided in a little precise and ligixaggerated manner. It was only after it became
possible to consult the Soviet archives, thataster 1990 — the complete and reliable informati@s
obtained concerning the scale of some of the magrahovements, having occurred between October
1939 and 22 June 1941. This issue was presentbd imost precise manner in the Polish literature of
the subject by S. Ciesielski, G. Hryciuk and A.Ba&kowski (1993). We will be quoting after them
the data concerning the scale of deportations dfffected Polish population inhabiting the areas
between the Soviet-Nazi demarcation line, estabtisbn September %8n Moscow, and the eastern
border of the % Commonwealth.

The first category of population, targeted for degimon, were the so-called settlers. This was
the population group, who flowed into the eastemnds of Poland after the Polish-Bolshevik war.
They were mainly the Polish military, who were gehfarms within the eastern lands of Poland
(“Kresy”, the Borderlands). This group was politigaand economically privileged by the authorities
of the pre-war Poland. That is why they were surdmd by the animosity from the side of the local
Belarusian and Ukrainian population. The decisibtihhe deportation of the “settlers” was taken by th
Council of the Poeple’s Commissars of the USSR ®@D&@cember 1939. Mass deportations started in
the night of 9 to 10 February 1940. This actioncemgassed around 150,000 people. Of the deported
“settlers” 142,000 reached the destination locatidiransportation of the deported lasted for alaout
month and took place during sharp frosts. Thisikntaa lot of deaths among the elderly and little
children. According to the data as of June 194 Ipthmulation of the deported was dominated by Poles
(109,233 persons, i.e. 81.7% of the total). Theeeevalso Ukrainians (11,720 persons, i.e. 8.8%) and
Belarusians (10,802 persons, i.e. 8.1%) in thisufaijpn. The deported originated in 1/3 from the
areas incorporated to the Byelorussian SSR and/3nfrdm the areas of south-eastern Poland,
incorporated in the Ukrainian SSR. According to doeuments kept in the Archives of the Republic
of Belarus’, 51,310 persons, inhabiting 9,584 farmare marked for deportations. Ultimately, 50,732
persons, inhabiting 9,504 farms, were deported gf@wska 1997, p. 92). All the deported had a
special status of resettled persons and were pderuhe supervision of the NKVD, in 317 special
camps. The hard work conditions and the starvatiod rations brought about high mortality. This
group of the deported was composed of the followingber of persons:

in November 1940 — 137,351 persons (28,569 fanilies
on January®, 1941 — 137,132 persons (28, 612 families)
on April 1%, 1941 — 134,491 persons

in September 1941 — 132,463 persons.
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The deported were transported to the East and rdisppeover vast territories of the Soviet
Union. The biggest number was sent to the Arkhakgdistrict (38,622 persons) and to Krasnoyarsk
Land — 13,339 persons (Ciesielski, Hryciuk, Srebvadki 1993, p. 36).

The subsequent deportation took place off drad 18 April 1940. It was applied mainly to
the families of the arrested or deported personshose known for their anti-Soviet views. The
deportation of 22-25 thousand families was envidadgditimately, 60,667 persons were deported,
mainly of Polish nationality. They originated frattne Ukrainian areas-to-be — 33,890 persons, and
from the Belarusian ones — 26,777 persons. Alhefrt were transported to the Kazakh SSR, where
they were put in the following districts: Northekazakh — 20,046 persons, Paviodar — 11,440
persons, Kustanai — 8,103 persons, Semipalatingl638 persons, Aktiubinsk — 6,816 persons, and
Akmola — 6,308 persons. The status of the depontas different from the one of the previously
relocated “settlers”. They were not put into campat were dispersed among the Kazakhstan
kolkhozes (“co-operative farms”) and sovkhozesatstfarms”). They found themselves there in very
harsh food supply conditions.

When commenting upon the demographic effects ofpibidical catastrophe of Poland it
should be mentioned that in the second half of &aper 1939, fearing the approaching German
army, many inhabitants of the central and westemtspof Poland moved to the eastern “Kresy” of
Poland, which, after having been invaded by the Redy, was incorporated into the western Soviet
republics. Among these refugees the Jewish populatbminated, but many Poles, as well, moved to
the areas to the East of the demarcation line. ilicg to the Soviet estimates, after deductiorhef t
Polish POWSs, the number of civil refugees was & @00. A part of them returned, at the end of 1939
and in the beginning of 1940, to the areas occubpjethe Germans (around 66,000). These refugees
constituted a significant trouble for the Sovietrauities, for they were usually deprived of theame
for living and did not have any permanent residen@mn the other hand, the authorities of the NKVD
did not trust them in political terms. That is witne Council of the People’s Commissars of the USSR
took the decision on MarcH% 1940, of the deportation of the refugelegezhentsy The deportation
action was carried out in the night of"28 30" of June 1940. According to the data of NKVD
altogether 24,722 families were deported, congistth77,710 persons. This group of the deported
was dominated by Jews — 64,533 persons (84.6%edbthl), there were also 8,357 Poles and 1,728
Ukrainians. Similarly as in the case of the presgdieportations, this group was primarily composed
of the persons, who stayed in south-eastern Polardlespecially in Lwow (L'viv). The same action
encompassed, as well, the areas incorporated iByktrussian SSR, from where 7,224 families
were deported, consisting of 22,873 persons. Conforother sources, 23,629 persons were deported,
of whom from the district of Baranowicze — 2,494gmms, from the district of Bia ystok — 13,250,
from the district of Brest’ — 5,856, from the distrof Wilejka — 313, from the district of PSk — 964,
etc. (Gi ejewska 1997, p.94).

The majority of the deported in these last acticensie from towns. There was a high share of
the educated people among them. It can be assumaethey were primarily Jews, aware of the threat
that the German Nazism constituted for them. Sofrthem were the supporters of the Communist
Party of Poland and willingly collaborated with tlmew authorities. This, however, had not a
significant influence on the attitude of the NKV® them, insofar as all refugees from the West were
treated as a politically uncertain element. Theugrof “refugees” was transported to 14 districts,
lands and republics in the East and North of th&RI&nd they were distributed among 269 different
localities (Ciesielski, Hryciuk, Srebrakowski 199841).

The next large deportation took place in May andeJi941. Decision on this action was
taken by the authorities in Moscow on May"14941, and it was meant to relocate people froen th
border areas of the USSR. During two months precetie German-Soviet conflict altogether 85,716
persons were deported, of whom from the so-calledtevn Ukraine — 9,595 persons, from western
Belarus’ — 27,887 persons, and from Lithuania, ipocated into the Soviet Union as well — 12,682
persons. The present author estimates that aro8rtia®isand of the deported originated from the
eastern lands of the 2nd Commonwealth. This groap eomposed of the representatives of all the
ethnic groups present on these territories. Theindg®ns were: the Novosibirsk district (19,362
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persons), the Land of Altai (17,446), the Land aflasthoyarsk (16,784), as well as Kazakhstan
(15,413). This deportation action was only inteteaiby the Nazi invasion of the Soviet Union.

The documentation of the NKVD suggests that dudngplatively short time approximately
330 thousand Polish citizens were relocated froendtcupied Polish territories to northern Russia,
Siberia and Kazakhstan (Fig. 5). The populationhef deported was dominated by Poles, of whom
there were around 210,000 (63.6% of the total). 3éeond group was constituted by Jews — more
than 70 thousand (21.2%), who were followed by Wkams — 25 thousand (7.6%) and Belarusians —
20 thousand (6.0%). There were also Lithuaniansm@es and Russians among the deported.

The here mentioned deportations encompass onlyt afpe forced movements. At the same
time mass arrests were taking place. Accordindiéodata from NKVD as of March"51940, there
were 18,662 persons in the prisons of the westistnats of the Ukrainian SSR and the Byelorussian
SSR, of whom 10,685 were Poles. On the very samyetloa Political Bureau of the Central
Committee of the Communist Party issued the detisibkilling 7,305 of those persons. Besides,
numerous arrested persons were sent individuatlyn groups, to prisons located far down in the
USSR (see Fig. 6).

Immediately after the German aggression against3beiet Union the extermination of
prisoners and their evacuation to the East, orgdrity NKVD, started. In the course of marches over
hundreds of miles mass killings of prisoners woobtur. The transports of the evacuated reached
their destination with few remaining deportees (@b@ 1989, p. 70).

As we speak of the population movements, which tplaice on the eastern territories, we
cannot neglect numerous movements of quite anogioditical background. Thus, the Soviet
authorities started the propaganda among the yeanguraging them to leave for work in industrial
plants located in eastern Ukraine and central Rus$hese freewill or forced movements
encompassed dozens of thousands of persons. Aathe time the mobilisation to the Red Army was
announced. Several age groups of young men westeghlThe recruits were directed to the garrisons
located far away in the USSR.

Simultaneously, population from the East starteflde into the areas incorporated into the
Soviet Union. These were mainly the functionarieshe administrative and party apparatus. They
took all the more pronounced posts. New garrisamsecto stay in the military facilities. They became
the places of residence of the Soviet officer cofmxording to various estimates some 200,000 to
300,000 Soviet citizens came to the eastern lahdeeo2® Commonwealth with the aim of rapid
integration and pacification of the eastern terid® of Poland, conquered due the military aggoessi

In view of the lack of appropriate statistical ditis difficult to evaluate the overall volume of
the migration movements, which took place betweetoker 1939 and June 1941 on the Polish lands
situated to the East of the Soviet-Nazi demarcdliioa With Polish POWSs not accounted for the
movements of the civil population alone encompagseghly one million people. Most of these
movements had a forced character and took plaadrastic sanitary and food supply conditions.
People were brutally forced to leave their natimed and to set on a far off wandering, from which
only very few returned to their places of residence
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Fig. 6. Deportations of Polish citizens into far areastoé tSoviet Union in the years 1939-1941 and
transportation of Polish labour force to work iretliserman Reich in the period 1939-1944

4. Inflow of the German population into the occupiadi$h areas

Similarly as there was an inflow of the Soviet zgtis to the territory occupied by the Red
Army, there was also an inflow of the citizens lo¢ {Third Reich to the zone occupied by the Nazi
forces. These two migration processes were, howeweomparable as to their scale and the
demographic-political character. The primary objectof the policy pursued by Stalin was to
Sovietise and homogenise ideologically the congqueaeeas. On the other hand, Hitler's plan
envisaged full Germanising and change of the ettimézacter of the western, and later on also dentra
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Poland. The newcomers to the eastern areas ofdPolare the Soviet party functionaries, whose task
it was to introduce the communist system and tétegaghe inhabitants. The deportations to the East
affected the population inimical towards the “nexality”. There were no plans of colonising these
territories by the inflow of new settlers. The Namithorities, from their side, planned to settletiom
occupied areas the population of German languadealture. The deportation of a part of the Polish
population from the areas incorporated into thecRevas meant to constitute one of the essential
elements of the planned Germanising. Simultanepaslgrge colonisation action was devised. The
intention was to bring into the occupied territgrigzhich were to become an integral part of thatgre
German empire, the settlers from the German carasaBesides, it was expected that the Germans
living until then in the Baltic States, Ukraine, $8ia, Romania or Yugoslavia would come in large
numbers.

In the first phase of this planned action the athlly Polish areas, incorporated in 1939 into
the Reich were to lose their original ethnic cheeacThe first program on this matter was presented
by the minister for food and agriculture of the ékgiWalter Darré. He proposed to settle in Pomarani
and in Greater Poland 64 thousand German familigis. program, though, was assessed by Hitler to
be insufficient, since it did not envisage compl&ermanisation of Pomerania, Silesia and Greater
Poland. The subsequent plan of the German settlemetion was designed in August 1939, and then
modified after the defeat of Poland, in October 498 became the program for the German
colonisation on the areas incorporated in the Rdictvas planned to completely Germanise these
territories by bringing in 4 to 5 million GermariBhey were to reside in one of the three designed
settlement belts: in the first one, named “the &eid(die Briicke, linking Wroc aw with Dzia dowo
over Kalisz, Konin and W oc awek, in the second,aradled “the Dyke” der Damn), stretching from
Pi a along Note river through Bydgoszcz and Gruddt to Dzia dowo, or in the third one, named
“the border of the armed peasantdie( Grenze der Wehrbaugrstretching from Wroc aw through
Lodz to the then East Prussia. It was expectedhiese lands would get Germanised if the number of
the Germans settled there attained 4 million ( Uc2893, p. 166).

Immediately after the Polish territories had beaptared, German population started to flow
into the areas under Nazi occupation. In the viesy phase this was associated with the neceskity o
organising the administration of the conquered @arbathe subsequent stage an organised settling of
the population of German extraction started. lesimated that during the war some 1.3 million
persons of German nationality moved into the ocaaiperritories. This estimate does not include the
Germans serving in the military formations. Befdhe war, on Polish areas incorporated into the
Reich some 600,000 Germans lived, while on the taré&@come the General Governorship and in the
eastern lands of thd®“2Commonwealth — altogether 100,000 Germans. Hemitlein the boundaries
of Poland as of 31 August 1939 the number of Gerpmulation during the occupation exceeded the
level of 2 million.

The inflow of population originating from the capéthe Reich took place gradually. The first
office staff came along with the invadiigehrmachtAfterwards, an appeal was launched, calling for
the return of the former inhabitants of these lamd® had left between 1919 and 1939. The inflow of
the Germans was at that time not significant. Iswaly after the defeat of France that a higher
interest in moving to the occupied areas was nofed, the scale of these movements was by no
means satisfactory for the occupational authorittepropaganda action was started, whose results
were also modest. It was only the intensificatibthe bombings by the Allies that caused the inflow
of a larger number of evacuated persons from treatened German towns. It is estimated that some
500,000 German citizens came to the areas incdgebiato the Reich (i.e. excluding the General
Governorship) from Germany in the years 1939-1944.

According to the Nazi plans the major role in cidation of Poland was to be played by the
Germans dispersed in many countries of easterrsaumith-eastern Europe. This population lived for
many generations outside of the borders of Germahg. resettlement of the “ethnic” Germans was
for the first time announced by Hitler during hjgesch in Reichstag on Octobdt 8939. This gave
an impulse for the negotiations with the countrigs,which German minority lived. The first
agreements on the transfer of the “ethnic” Germaae concluded with the governments of Estonia
and Latvia. The document on the relocation of tieen@&n population from Estonia was signed on 15
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October 1939. The first transports of Germans Eesfionia already on 18 October 1939, and by 15
November 1939 the main repatriation action, havengompassed 10,600 Estonian Germans, was
over. A similar agreement was concluded on 30 Gat@839 with the government of Latvia. Until 15
December 1939 more than 45 thousand Germans leftaLdn the following months the departures
did not have such a mass character. According eodtita as of October 151940, 61,934 ethnic
Germans left the two Baltic States, of whom 12,88BEstonia and 49,066 — Latvia. Together with
the persons previously resettled, 70 thousand B&&rmans moved to the Great Reich. They were
directed mainly to the Land of Warta (56 thousamdyl to the district Gdak-West Prussia (6
thousand). The remaining ones were settled ini&iksd in the regency of Ciechanéw. The Germans
brought to the Land of Warta from Estonia and Latwiere placed mainly in towns (36,000). Thus,
18,000 settled in Pozna6,000 in Lodz, and 11,600 in the remaining towhthe Land of Warta (in
the regency of Pozna- 3,865, in the regency of Inowroc aw — 5,392, anthe regency of Lodz —
2,343 persons). The peasant settlers were give3Q@®ectares of confiscated land, having belonged
to the Polish owners. On this land 1,969 farms vestablished (Sobczak 1966, pp. 163-164).

Simultaneously with the negotiations conductedhim tapitals of the Baltic States, the talks
started between the representatives of the ThiidhRend the Soviet authorities on the possibility o
resettlement of the Germans living in the formester lands of the"2 Commonwealth. Germans
living on these territories were classified intoeth categories — the so-called Volhynian Germans
(Wolhynien Deutsche Galician Germans Galizien Deutsche and Bia ystok GermansNérew
Deutschg After the consultations and agreements concgrifiie technical aspects the repatriation
started of the German population. It lasted betw&8nDecember 1939 and 26 October 1940.
According to the German documentation the demamedine was crossed by 128,379 persons, of
whom 64,554 from the region of Volhynia, 55,597 nfraGalicia, and 8,228 from the region of
Bia ystok. The majority of them, some 65%, wereedied to the Land of Warta. They obtained
therein 15,116 former Polish farms of the totabas€207,400 hectares. On the rural areas of thd La
of Warta altogether 72,646 repatriates were settediatively few repatriates were settled in Sdesi
(2,907 persons) (Sobczak 1966, pp. 177-178).

The subsequent wave of the German settlers cartteetdhird Reich from Bessarabia and
Northern Bukovina (the so-calleBessarabien Deutschand Bukowina Deutsche These two
provinces belonged since 1940 to the Soviet Uriitie. resettlement of the Germans from Bessarabia,
which was carried out over the waterway of Dandmsompassed altogether 93,548 persons. On the
other hand, the Germans from the Northern Bukovidd,300 persons — were transported by railway
to the General Governorship. The settlers wereessieely directed to the Polish lands incorporated
into the Reich. Until October*11940, the Nazi authorities settled the followmgnbers of Germans
originating from Bessarabia: in the land of Wart@3;836, in the district Gdak-West Prussia —
40,836, and in Upper Silesia — 68 persons. On therchand, the largest group of Germans from
Bukovina was settled in Upper Silesia — 25,681 qass followed by the Land of Warta — 23,752
persons.

Later on, the resettlement encompassed also thedaerhaving lived in Lithuania (50,054
persons), who were placed in transition camps.

Similar actions, carried out with respect to ther@ns from Romania, Hungary and occupied
Yugoslavia, had a smaller scale. Likewise, lessntaas from these countries came to the Polish
territories.

The subsequent movements of the German populatnmiertook in the later phase of the war,
had already a different course and were carriednoaiiess organised manner. One can mentionsn thi
context the Germans living in the General Govetniprsvhose migration movements had a different
political background, as well as the later inflofwtlee Germans from the Russian areas and from the
eastern Belarus’ and Ukraine, caused by the retfahe German army from the East.
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Table 3.German population settled until 15 September 194Ralish lands incorporated into the

Reich
Country (region) Number of ethnic Germans having settled
of origin of the On With distinction of:
No. settlers incorporated | Land of Warta Silesia Gdak- Areas
lands West Prussia| incorporated

in East Prussia

totals % | numberf %| number 9% number % number |%
1 | Estonia, Latvia, 86,371 10Q 76,786 890 134 Q1 5,966 p.9 3,485 (4.0
Lithuania
2 | Eastern Little 109,336 100 97,020 887 5,091 4.7 3,264 2.9 3/961 | 3.7
Poland, Volhynia,
Narew region
3 | Lublin region 25,47% 100 24,545 94.4 - - 9830 B.6 - -
4 | Bessarabia 88,022 100 47,892 54.4 86 |0.1 40,044 |45.5 - -
5 | Northern and 64,024 10Q 33,150 52/4 30,445 47.6 - - 11 -
Southern Bukovina
6 | Dobrudja 11,201 100 11,150 99.6 1 D.4 - - - -
7 |“Old Romania” 1,97% 100 1,612 877 360 18.3 - - 3 -
8 | USSR (Black Sea| 241,194 100 241,194 1Q0 - - - - - -
coast)
9 | Bosnia 3,287 100 3,184 96,9 1p3 3.1 - - - -
10 | Alsace 600 100 - - 600 1Q0 - - - -
Totals 631,485 100 536,951 85.1 36,870 |5.8 50{204 | 7.9 4607, 1.2

Source: Cz. uczakPolska i Polacy w drugiej wojnieviatowej Wyd. UAM, Pozna 1993, p. 169.

It is difficult to present the overall balance bétmigration movements of German population
originating from eastern and southern Europe, whwehbeen resettled to the occupied Polish
territories. This is the effect of serious diffecen between the particular source reports. Forrgene
reference the balance published in the monumentak wf Cz. uczak (Table 3, Fig. 7) is quoted
here.

The documentation put together by Cz. uczak (1993169) shows that until 15 September
1940 altogether 631,500 Germans had been settl¢loeaierritories incorporated into the Reich. One
should add to this number the Germans settledan&aneral Governorship (43,200 persons). Other
statistical data are contained in the collectiygore (Polska Zachodnia 1961, p. 296). According to
the data there contained 487,584 Germans werdlegstt the areas stretching between river Bug in
the East and Odra and Nysa ycka rivers in the West from the territories of teas and southern
Europe. Then, the work of J. Sobczak (1966, p. 320poses that the total number of the relocated
Germans was equal 770,577, of whom 404,612 werposegly settled on the Polish lands. Of the
latter number 245,000 would settle in the Land @fri#&, 57,000 in Gdak-West Prussia, 8,000 on the
area incorporated into East Prussia, and 38,0@0part of the province of Silesia. Even if we dd no
consider in detail the different statistics and ribléability of each of the numbers quoted, we state
that during the occupation the Nazi authoritiesaated to the occupied Polish territories, sidsidg
with the Germans having German citizenship (asloAGgust 1939, that is), more than half a million
Germans originating from many countries of cerdral eastern Europe.
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Fig. 7. Settling of German population on Polish territoriesorporated into the Third Reich until
September 1% 1944

The objective of the large-scale resettlement astiendertaken by the German authorities,
was to change the ethnic structure of the occugigtories, particularly those included in the étei
The Nazi authorities were especially keen on adrg®rmanising of the region of Greater Poland and
the adjacent areas, that is — first of all the alted Land of Warta. The number of Germans living i
this area before the war was 324,000. By 1941 rthisber increased to 786,000. The increase was
achieved due to the settling in the Land of Warftahe Germans from: the Baltic States — 48,673,
Volhynia — 88,548, region of Lublin — 20,578, Bukw& — 9,038, and Bessarabia — 32,824, as well as
the inflow of the German citizens from Germany @of262,839 persons). Thereby, a rapid increase
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of the German population numbers took place infits¢ years of the occupation (1939 — 324,600,
1941 - 786,500, 1943 — 946,400). Hence, the peagernshare of Germans in the total population
number of the region increased, too — from 6.6%4989 to 21.2% in 1943. This increase of the
number of Germans was particularly visible in tiitees of Pozna (increase from 6,000 in 1939 to
93,589 in 1944), Lodz (from 60,000 in 1939 to 120,T™ 1944), and Inowroc aw (from 956 in 1939
to 10,713 in 1944) (seleolska Zachodnia.1961, p. 294). Future was to show that these figigni
demographic and ethnic changes were short-livecatfthe beginning of 1945, when the Soviet army
was approaching, virtually entire German populatesnthe occupied Polish territories.

5. Transportation of Polish citizens “to work” in tReich and to the Nazi concentration
camps

The dynamic development of the arms industry fag ttemand generated by war and
conscription of several million recruits to the @an army brought about a deficit of labour force in
the Third Reich. Designs associated with mass gmpat of foreigners had been envisaged already
before the war. They became very much on time esvir expanded. The very first groups of Polish
workers were being sent to the Reich immediatetlgrdhe September campaign in Poland had ended.
This took place in parallel with employment of thelish POWSs. After th&/ehrmachimarched into
the Polish territories the street round-ups staed the young people caught in them (the sodtalle
zivilgefangengcivilian prisoners of war) were sent to work ier@any. In this period several tens of
thousands of young people were sent to work incatiure, mainly in East Prussia and in Pomerania.
These actions were not altogether planned and Wbased on incidental, spontaneous lower-level
decisions. The mass recruitment started at theo€ii®39. The direct cause lied in the needs of the
German industry, whose managers turned to the asinaitive authorities with the demand of
providing during 1940 one million Polish workersttee Reich. This was the beginning of the large-
scale action of forced movements of labour force doonomic purposes. The action lasted, with
varying intensity, over the entire period of wdrwias conducted in a somewhat different manner on
the territories incorporated into the Third Reiaidan the General Governorship. Within the areas
incorporated into the Reich the recruitment depdralso significantly on the local conditions. lbko
a different course in Silesia, where a shortagemahpower existed, than in the overpopulated
agricultural areas. In view of the fact that Polgipulation tried to avoid being sent to Germahg, t
recruitment took on an increasingly forced charadn the areas incorporated into the Reich the
dominating form was to organise transports on thsisbof individual summons. Each of the
administrative units had a predefined number ofkers that were to be sent to the Reich within a pre
defined deadline.

In the General Governorship recruitment was iditiblased on free will. The failure of this
system brought application of force. Repressiontexdawith respect to those ignoring the summons.
Despite the involvement of the entire administat@pparatus in this activity the numbers of workers
sent to the Reich were well below the assumed &tigatory quota. The authorities of the General
Governorship started to apply in certain periodsnethe street round-ups and the pacification of the
entire villages, from which young inhabitants wésken and sent to the Reich. Simultaneously, an
appropriate propaganda and material motivationsevagplied, both with respect to the persons
volunteering as well as the local administratiorttar “blue police” (Polish policemen serving under
German authority), who were obliged to supportréeuitment action. The authorities of the General
Governorship tried in principle to fulfil the quataey were supposed to satisfy. In certain peradg
they did on purpose not fulfil the too high quataview of their own economic needs. The decrease of
the numbers of workers supplied was being justifigzgdthe exhaustion of own local resources of
labour force.

Poles sent to work represented all strata of Paligliety. Given the class system existing at
that time, peasants dominated among those senotk. Wet, there were also numerous blue-collar
workers and students, representatives of the igeellsia, craftsmen, etc. This population was
dominated by the low-educated people. Still, somigassity graduates were also sent to Germany and
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worked mostly as industry workers. Due to the isiigtng shortage of manpower in the Reich, which
appeared also in agriculture, recruitment of yowgnen was started, too. According to the German
documentation, female labour force constituted @pt&mber 1944 34.5% of the total of persons
deported to work from the General Governorship #rel areas incorporated into the Reich. The
persons sent to work were not only Poles, thoudie Wkrainians, living in the eastern part of the
General Governorship, were also affected by thedatons to work in the Reich. After the outbreak
of the German-Soviet war, when the reach of the Hathority extended into the eastern lands of the
2" Commonwealth, recruitment started also there.igw\of the ethnically mixed character of these
areas, the persons transported to Germany werelitdé differentiated nationalities (Ukrainians,
Belarusians, Poles, Russians, etc.). The shafgeedUkrainians among the persons sent to work from
the General Governorship increased significantlgrahe district of Galicia had been incorporated i
the General Governorship. It should also be meaticdhat a number of Jews, supplied with fictitious
Polish documents managed to move to Germany asurtive the war there.

The deportations of labour force to Germany lastedtinuously between the end of
September 1939 and the beginning of 1945. Initiddigger numbers of workers came from the areas
incorporated into the Reich. In the subsequent elaasnuch higher recruitment took place in the
General Governorship, which disposed of much biggsources of labour force. Thus, between 1
September 1939 and 20 December 1944 altogethel, 445 workers were transported from the
General Governorship, the highest number having begistered in 1942 — 398,959 persons (Table
4).

Table 4.Numbers of persons deported from the General Govehip to work in the Reich in the
years 1939-1945

No. Period Number of deportees
1 1.09 — 31.12.1939 36,675
2 1.01 — 30.06.1940 272,238
3 1.07 — 31.12.1940 29,724
4 1.01 — 30.06.1941 97,921
5 1.07 - 31.12.1941 125,577
6 1.01 — 30.06.1942 164,727
7 1.07 — 31.12.1942 234,232
8 1.01 — 30.06.1943 129,745
9 1.07 — 31.12.1943 45,823
10 1.01 — 30.06.1944 52,446
11 1.07 — 20.12.1944 83,337

Total 1,272,445

Source: Cz. uczakPolska i Polacy w drugiej wojnieviatowej(Poland and Poles in the World War
1), Wyd. UAM, Pozna, 1993, p. 181

The increasing scale of the deportations to worksed that more and more Polish workers
were employed in the German economy. Accordindpéodfficial documentation, between 31 January
1941 and 30 September 1944 the number of persoplewed in Germany, originating from the lands
incorporated to the Third Reich and from the Gen&mvernorship increased more than twice and
attained almost 1.7 million (Table 5).

27



Table 5.Numbers of workers employed in the Reich origirgatiom the Polish territories
incorporated into the Reich and from the General&aorship in the years 1941-1944

Numbers of persons in forced labour
No. Date of whom:
Totals from General from the areas
Governorship incorporated in the Reic
1 31.01.1941 798,101 - -
2 25.04.1941 872,672 - -
3 25.09.1941 1,007,561 - -
4 20.01.1942 1,032,196 - -
5 20.05.1942 1,194,919 775,283 419,636
6 10.10.1942 1,340,322 896,849 443,473
7 20.11.1942 1,344,692 895,916 448,776
8 31.12.1942 1,372,045 918,117 453,928
9 31.12.1943 1,577,232 1,054,537 522,695
10 31.03.1944 1,583,136 1,028,287 554,849
11 30.06.1944 1,625,223 1,032,752 592,471
12 30.09.1944 1,662,336 1,053,027 609,309

Source: Cz. uczakPolska i Polacy w drugiej wojnieviatowej Wyd. UAM, Pozna, 1993, p. 161

Based on the source study of Cz. uczak we cartikally well estimate the general volume of
movements of the Polish population caused by thpontations to work in the Third Reich. Thus,
conform to the data from the author quoted, unlWJ?‘h, 1944, 1,214,000 persons (of whom —
235,200 Ukrainians) were transported to work inrary from the General Governorship (including
the district of Galicia) and from the district ofaBystok. Then, in November and December 1944
further 16,377 persons were sent to work, and dffterfall of the Warsaw Uprising — also 67,000
persons from Warsaw. The total number of the depotdo work from these territories amounts,
therefore, to more than 1,297,000. One should addis number the persons deported from the Polish
territories incorporated into the Reich. The octigmel authorities deported to Germany from these
territories until the end of war 700 thousand inteatis, of whom 670 thousand were of Polish
nationality. Thus, altogether, from the General &aership and the lands incorporated into the Reich
during the war, around 2 million people were degrto work in Germany. It is estimated that 1.7
million of them were Poles. It is more statistigatlifficult to determine the number of persons from
the eastern territories of th&Zommonwealth. Their number is estimated as equajhly 500,000.
Summing up, we obtain the figure of 2.5 millionizns of the ¥ Commonwealth, who were obliged
or forced to leave their native localities and gowtork in Germany. This number of the deported
persons does not include the Polish POWSs, whosgsstas turned to the one of workers, and whose
situation was analogous to that of the other perseorking in Germany. By adding 300,000 of the
Polish POWSs and a group of Poles deported fromL#msl of Warta to France (23,500) Cz. uczak
(1979 p. 161) reaches the ultimate total numbgres$ons in this group, namely 2,857,500. This was,
therefore, the total number of Polish citizens deggbto work in Germany from the territory of the
pre-war Polish state. The workers deported to thielRdid not constitute, as mentioned already, a
homogeneous ethnic group. Poles, however, domiraésdly. On the other hand, until the second
half of 1941 workers from the Polish territoriessttuted the dominating group of foreign labour in
Germany. It was only after the aggression agaimstSoviet Union and mass deportations of the
Belarusian, Ukrainian and Russian population that gshare of the Polish citizens decreased, but it
remained high, amounting to roughly 1/3 of the ltotamber of foreigners working in the German
economy. These workers, though, were treated muatsevand exploited much more than the
employees of the French, Belgian or Italian nafiitiea. That is also why Polish workers were
suffering high losses. Mortality brought about ardhliving conditions, bombings by the Allies and
military activities was very high among them.

Polish citizens worked in all the regions of therd@itReich. Their numbers were relatively the
highest in the eastern provinces of the Reich (@.gzast Prussia — 144,500, in Lower Silesia —
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132,500, in Pomerania — 116,100). Later, afterditfeat of Germany and inclusion of these provinces
in the post-war Poland, many of them remained angylconstituting the first group of settlers.

During the entire occupation the Nazi authoritieaducted the activities aimed at liquidation
of the Polish leading elite, first of all intelligsia and the landed gentry. In the framework @f th
respective action, known under the cryptonym ABogdther 52,000 persons were Kkilled in the first
year of occupation. These activities were carriad with different intensity across the territory of
entire Poland. Side by side with physical extermamathe method was applied of deportation to the
concentration camps, located mainly on the aredlseoReich. The first such organised action was to
arrest in April and May 1940 more than 20 thousBotes inhabiting the areas incorporated into the
Reich. They were deported to the concentration saamal in their majority exterminated. A similar
action was carried out at more or less the same tmthe General Governorship. It encompassed
more than ten thousand persons. During the engir®g of occupation sending to the concentration
camps was one of the methods aiming of keepingPtilesh society in terror. The response to the
activities of the resistance movement was constitlity the pacification actions, whose effect was to
send population to the concentration camps, whidfiiléd the extermination function, and to a lesse
degree were used for economic purposes. More tBamhbusand Poles were sent to the concentration
camps (uczak 1993, p. 113). In the framework oé thactivities aimed at Germanising the so-called
racially highly fit element, young women and fist all children were being sent to the Reich.
According to the rough estimates some 200 thousatidh children were sent to the Reich. A vast
majority of them did not return to the home courdfter the war. At the special order of Himmler's
several tens of thousands of appropriately selgm¢esons were sent from Silesia and Greater Poland
to be subject to an adequate denationalising presdlaking into account all the categories of
population we can estimate that in the effect ef parposeful activities of the German occupational
authorities more than three million Polish citizewere deported to the Reich from the areas
constituting Polish territories in 1939.

6. The movements and the holocaust of the Jewish atpnl

Complete implementation of the envisaged desigaxtérmination of the Jewish population
required from the Nazi authorities to undertakerappate technical preparations. Selection of Polis
territory as the main location of the holocausulesl from the well justified objective motivatians
First of all, Polish lands constituted the largestcentration of Jews in Europe. For logistic reaso
(primarily related to transport) establishment loé textermination camps in Poland was the most
convenient solution, since it required the leaspgbulation movements. A different kind of reason
was associated with the legal status of Polishiteeies. According to the German authorities this
territory was irreversibly conquered. It was depdwof even traces of autonomy. There were neither
local authorities nor organisations collaboratinghwhe occupants. Hence, no decisions, even at a
local level, would require any sort of agreememtsanfirmations. The country was cut off from the
contacts with the western allies, while total wasvibeing fought in the East. The opinion, forwarded
from time to time in the West, that location of termination camps in Poland was motivated by
the anti-Semitic attitude of the Polish societyd8mo evidence in the documents.

Presentation of the scale of movements of the bepapulation, directed to the camps, or
locations of extermination, requires consideratb number of statistical issues, which give tse
significant controversies in the literature. lredatively easy to determine the number of Jewisdiv
on Polish territory on the eve of the holocauste Tither issues are more difficult and the scholars
differ essentially in their assessment. Thus, we rention that the opinions as to the number of
Polish Jews having survived the extermination digynificantly. Likewise, the literature of the
subject mentions various numbers concerning thal tetmber of European Jews killed on the
territory of Poland. The numbers of victims of therticular camps are estimated differently, as.well

The best known estimate defining the number of Jewshe Polish territory (within the
boundaries as of 31 August 1939) is constitutethbycalculation of M. Borwicz (1981 p. 123), who
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concluded that the number of the Jewish populatiofPoland at the instant of breakout of the
German-Polish war was 3,475,000 persons. In myi@pitiis is an overestimation, since according to
the data quoted in the Polish statistical yearhmakished in exilelay Rocznik. 1941, p. 10) there
were 3,351,000 persons of Jewish religion in Polandhe eve of the German aggression against
Poland. In that period, in Poland, there existethin case of Jews a very clear correlation between
religion and nationality. The language criterionswauch less effective in estimating the numbers of
particular ethnic groups. There were much less lpegypeaking at that time Yiddish or Hebrew — only
2,916,000 persons. This was the indication of g@aeh of language-wise assimilation. That is why the
estimate forwarded by Cz. Madajczyk (1970, p. 328)p proposed that the number of the Jewish
population in Poland was at 3,350,000, roughly ethenumber of people of Judaic religion, should
be considered more reliable. Jewish populationdliweainly in central and eastern Poland. They
concentrated especially in the small urban settiéspevhich often would take on a distinctly Jewish
character. The largest Jewish communities exigtedarsaw, Lodz, Lwéw (L'viv), Vilna, Kielce,
Bia ystok, Lublin and Grodno (Fig. 8).

The literature of the subject presents a wide digpaf views concerning the number of
Polish Jews, who managed to survive the holocatsis, M. Borwicz (1981, p. 123), already quoted,
estimated the number of survivors from the holotais?50,000, of whom, in his opinion, 40-50
thousand were saved inside the country, whileehgining ones saved themselves owing to the flight
far into the USSR. The author cited estimates dieds of the Jewish population at some 3.2 million.
It can be supposed that this estimate of the numibeictims is somewhat too high, since it does not
account for certain categories of the Jewish pdjmiawho made it through the war. Thus, for
instance, a group of Jews managed to get to the¢ iMesigh Hungary or Romania. Some were still
alive at the end of war in Germany, either sentetlte work or in labour camps. There were also
Jewish survivors among the Polish POWSs taken peisoby the Germans. And so, Cz. Madajczyk
(1970, p. 328) estimates the total number of simgiwolish Jews at a much higher level, namely at
more than 800,000. This estimate assumes that uhber of Jews having survived by hiding in
Poland was between 225,000 and 240,000, of thasel sa other European countries — 110,000, and
the ones having escaped to the USSR — 500,000. thevestimate of the number of victims resulting
from this figure appears to be clearly too low, amel estimate of the number of survivors — too high
It is beyond doubt that the data concerning thal tnimber of the Jewish refugees from Poland in the
USSR are not correct. According to the reliablei€odocumentation the respective number was two,
or perhaps even three times lower. Then, in thaiopiof S. uczak (1993, p. 128) only roughly
100,000 Jews avoided the holocaust on the teegasccupied by the Nazis, that is — two times less
than estimated by Cz. Madajczyk. It can be suppts&dthe actual Jewish losses were slightly lower
than the figures given by M. Borwicz, but much tagithan given in the report of Cz. Madajczyk. An
approximate balance of losses of the Jewish pdpual& shown in Fig. 9. Estimation of direct losses
is significant for the analysis of the movementshaf Jewish population in the period of occupation.
The whole Jewish population, namely, was forcett&we their places of residence. The information
available suggests that only sporadically, in ekoepl cases, the persons of Jewish nationality
managed to survive in the same location over thieegperiod of war.
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Fig. 8. Spatial distribution of Jewish population in Polaratcording to larger towns and counties, as
of 1931
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Fig. 9. Estimation of the losses of Jewish population enghriod of Nazi occupation

In the first phase of the anti-Jewish activitieg tteportations took place from the Polish
territories incorporated into the Reich to the asEthe General Governorship. In the subsequergeha
the establishment of the ghettos started, i.e.qtmaters completely isolated from the surrounding
areas, in which Jewish population was concentrdtetially some three hundred such ghettos were
created in the General Governorship. Besides, mumseghettos were being created in the eastern
areas of Poland. The first one was establishedbitnkéw Trybunalski, and the largest one - in 1940
Warsaw. During several weeks, when the Warsaw glvedis being established, more than 250,000
inhabitants of the city were relocated, of whom ,088 were Jews, and 113,000 were Poles
(Madajczyk 1986, p. 26). In winter of 1941/1942 soi%0,000 Jews were additionally brought to the
Warsaw ghetto from the surrounding areas of thenegf Masovia. Thereby, on a relatively limited
space 400,000 people were concentrated. Thenpumder of phases, of which the last one was the
heroic uprising, the population of the ghetto watelninated. Only few succeeded in escaping to the
Aryan side and hiding from the Nazi persecutorsgeaghettos were set up in Bia ystok, Vilna,
Lublin and in all the other bigger towns of Polahd.the subsequent stage, liquidation of the local
ghettos took place, which was associated with pamation of the Jewish population to the
extermination camps. These facts are widely knamal, so do not need to be reminded. It is perhaps
worth mentioning, though, that the ghetto in Lodrsted the longest. It was liquidated at a special
order from Himmler in the summer of 1944, when Rexd Army approached the boundaries of the
Third Reich.

Over many years a controversy persisted as to tingber of victims of the extermination
camps. The figures quoted just after the war weng/ wigh. Thus, for instance, the official data
concerning Owi cim (Auschwitz-Birkenau) spoke of the number oftivits equal around 4 million.
The estimates put together later on were definitalyer, but there were also important differences
between various estimates (see Table 6).
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Table 6.Numbers of victims of the Nazi extermination caage®rding to A. Weiss, Cz. Madajczyk

and R.Hilberg
No. | Location of the camp Estimates of the numbers of victims (in ‘000) after
Aharon Weiss Czes aw Madajczyk Raul Hilberg
1 Be ec 600 500 - 600 up to 600
2 Sobibor 250 150-250 up to 250
3 Treblinka 700 - 900 700 - 800 more than 750
4 Che mno nad Nerem 152 - 310 260 - 300 up to 150
5 O wi cim (Auschwitz) 1,200 - 2,500 2,500 more than 1,000
6 Majdanek 120 - 200 200 up to 50

Source:Historia Polski w liczbach. Ludno i terytorium (History of Poland in figures. Population
and territory). GUS, Warszawa, 1993, p. 193.

Owing to the recent studies of historians the nusbeferring to the victims of extermination
camps were verified. These data were not very geegind usually overestimated. On the other hand,
the numbers of people killed in mass executions braught to death in labour camps were
underestimated. It was not accounted for that entéiritories of eastern Poland the majority of the
Jewish population were killed in mass executionseylwere only sporadically transported to the
extermination camps located in General Governorshie source report of J. Marsza ek (1994)
served to elaborate Table 7, showing the scaldeeohumbers of victims in the six extermination
camps and the respective losses of the Polish Jewry

Table 7.Numbers of victims (in ‘000) in the Nazi extermioatcamps according to J. Marsza ek

No. Location of the camp Total number of victims Mg among Polish Jewny
1 Be ec 500 490
2 Sobibor 150 60
3 Treblinka 850 800
4 Che mno nad Nerem 150 150
5 O wi cim (Auschwitz) 1,100 300
6 Majdanek 80 60
Totals 2,830 1,860

Source: J. Marsza eltan bada nad stratami osobowymi ludr® ydowskiej Polski oraz nad liczb
ofiar obozow zag ady w okupowanej Pol¢€he state of research on the losses of Jewish atpal
in Poland and on the numbers of victims of therexitgation camps in occupied Polandn: Dzieje
Najnowsze, XXVI, 2, 1994, p.40.

Assuming that close to three million Polish Jewexddiluring the years of occupation, we can
conclude from the data provided in Tables 6 anlaf approximately 62% of them died in the camps
of Be ec, Sobibdr, Treblinka, Che mno nad NeremwOcim (Auschwitz) and Majdanek. The other
ones lost their lives in thousands of places otetiens dispersed across the territory of Polang. (F
10).
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Fig. 10.Extermination of Jewish population in the death parduring the Nazi occupation

At the same time, Jews from many European countsiese transported to the area of
occupied Poland. They were killed in the gas chambkthe extermination camps. It is estimated that
more than one million Jews originating from outsidehe Polish boundaries as of 1938 were killed
on the territory contained within these boundarfescording to Cz. uczak (1993, p. 135) only from
ten European countries close to 939,000 Jews waamegdorted to Poland and killed here (Table 8).

The statistical data provided are not completaehlity the numbers of Jews deported from
Austria, Yugoslavia, and especially from Hungargrgvmuch higher. We can refer here to the data
guoted by Cz. Madajczyk in his report, namely thatne 200,000 Jews were deported from Austria
and Germany together, 71,000 from Yugoslavia, @800 from Greece (Madajczyk 1986, p. 28).
They were mainly directed to Poland. Virtually 3dws brought from other countries died, since they
did not know Polish language nor the situationhaf dccupied country and thus were not capable of
enduring till the defeat of the German army. Theuwloentation available suggests that during the
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years of the Nazi occupation more than four milliews died on the former territories of Poland.
During this period they were subject to forced nmogats, even several times over. This was simply
related to definite technical and logistic condiBoThe ultimate goal was already set firm by tlaeiN
authorities and activities carried out aimed cdesity at the final solution of the Jewish “questio
that is — the complete extermination of Jetvsdlésung der Judenfrape

Table 8.Numbers of Jewish population deported to occupiadrirl

No. Country of origin Number of Jews transported
1 Hungary 437,000
2 The Netherlands 105,000
3 Germany 100,500
4 Czechoslovakia 88,000
5 France 70,000
6 Greece 50,000
7 Austria 40,000
8 Belgium 25,000
9 Yugoslavia 12,000

10 Luxembourg 2,000

Total 930,000

Source: Cz. uczakPolska i Polacy w drugiej wojniaviatowej(Poland and Poles in the World War
I1), UAM, Pozna, 1993, p. 136.

7. Resettlements of population within the General-Gooeship

Side by side with the Jewish population the Nazharities decided to exterminate on the
territory of the General Governorship for raciahgens one more population group, namely Gypsies.
In view of their dispersion across space it wasd#Etto concentrate them in selected points anal the
to transport them to the death camps.

This program was not so consistently carried outthés was the case with the Jewish
population. Yet, more than a dozen thousand P@igbsies were brought to the death camps, where
they were killed. A similar fate was prepared feveral tens of thousands of Gypsies from other
European countries. The first group consisted ef @ypsies from Germany and Austria, 6,000
persons, brought in November 1941. They died inzLgigketto and in the death camp of Che mno on
Ner. The consecutive transports of Gypsies camm f@zechoslovakia, Yugoslavia, Hungary and
other European countries. They were brought tédAtiechwitz-Birkenau camp, where they were killed
in the gas chambers. Besides, a part of Gypsies kiked in mass executions. It was only at theyver
end of war that the Nazi authorities renounced gl of complete extermination of the Gypsy
population. The pressure on two satellite countridgngary and Romania, in which the Gypsy
population mainly concentrated, ceased. This alklbevdarge part of the Gypsies, living in the south-
eastern Europe survive until the end of war.

During the first phase of the Soviet-German war esdour million Soviet POWs were taken
by the Germans. A vast majority of them died andewdled. A large part of them was transported to
Poland, or was transported across Polish terrgottethe Reich. On the territory of the General
Governorship, and partly on the areas incorporatéal the Reich the Nazi authorities organised
several dozen temporary camps, where the Soviet $@@fe brought to. The camps were often
deprived even of simple barracks. The POWs werd kepnhuman conditions. They were not
supplied with food, and frequently even with watdost of them died. On the basis of the study of E.
Koz owski (1983), who conducted in-depth invesiigiaé of this question, we can determine in an
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approximate manner the scale of extermination efSbviet POWs on the occupied Polish territories
(Table 9, Fig. 11).

Fig. 11.Extermination of the Soviet POWSs in the camps duNazi occupation

The here presented data concerning the numbersxteimgnated Soviet POWSs are
incomplete. They do not include the POWs and theqd of extermination located within the eastern
lands of the Commonwealth. Numerous POWSs died daitsif the camps, during convoying,
evacuation or work. Not many survived. Yet, it &imated that around 20 thousand Soviet POWSs
made it out of the camps. Some of the flights hadass character. Thus, for instance, the Soviet
POWSs, put in the camp in Sucledbry — some 70,000 persons — on SeptemBel®41, started at a
given sign to destroy the barbed wire fence. Manthem died, but around 10-12 thousand prisoners
escaped from the camp (uczak 1993, p. 137). Theadentheir way to the neighbouring forests.
Polish population helped them a lot. Later on tsiegngthened the resistance troops.
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Likewise, numerous POWSs from other armies, takiag ;n the World War II, were also
brought into the territory of Poland. Tragic wase fate of the Italian soldiers, who stationed imeo
Polish localities. After the capitulation of Itally September 1943 they were interned by the Germans
and deported to the camps distributed over thesPdérritories. According to the estimates, some
22,000 Italian prisoners of war died on the Palehitory in the years 1943-1944.

Table 9.Numbers of Soviet POWSs having died on the occufudigh territories

No. | Camp designation Localities Number of victims
1 Stalag 307 and 366 Bia a Podlaska, Hola, Sieldayisinka, Terespo 73,600

2 Stalag 376 Bia ystok, Tonkiele, Piliki, Sucledry 45,000

3 Stalag | F, 68 Bogusze, Prostki, Wincenta, Zambiygol 58,000

4 Stalag IV D Beniaminéw 16,000

5 Stalag 319 Che m Lubelski, W odawa, Sobibér 133,000
6 Stalag 324 and 338 Gty, Komorowo 83,000

7 ? D blin, Strzelce, Skrobéw, Majdanek 96,200
8 Stalag 325 Zamo 28,000

9 ? Kielce, Bliyn, wi ty Krzy , Barycz, Ko skie 51,000

10 Stalag 367 Cxstochowa, Piotrkow Trybunalski 72,500
11 ? Che mno n. Nerem, Tuliszkéw, Komorow 9,000
12 Stalag 369 Kobierzyn, Cieszyn, Krakow, Bochnia 8,00
13 ? Sanok, Olchowce, Rymandw, Jas o 23,500
14 | Stalag 315 and 31} Koniaczéw, Pe kinie, Jagie a , 008

15 ? Majdan Krolewski, Pustkow 14,500
16 | Concentration cam @i cim-Brzezinka (Auschwitz-Birkenau) 16,000
17 Stalag XX C Toru Glinki, Karbowo 16,000

Total 784,300

Source: E. Koz owskl,osy radzieckich jecéw wojennych na ziemiach polski@te fate of the
Soviet POWSs on the Polish land#/arszawa 1983, p. 12.

Besides, more than a dozen thousand allied POWarifus nationalities were brought to the
camps situated in Poland. It can be stated on #wésof rough estimates (not considering the
population of Jewish extraction) that around ondiami citizens of other countries (mainly POWSs)
were brought during the years of war by the Gerntanthe territory of the General Governorship
alone. They were largely subject to extermination.

The inhabitants of the General Governorship ofdPoliationality were subject to repression,
forced deportations and terror during the entireopeof war. The very first action against the tivi
rural population was undertaken in the spring ofL#h the region of Kielce in the course of chase
against the guerilla detachment of “Hubal” (Majoertlyk Dobrzaski). The Wehrmachttroops,
provoked by him, burned down a dozen villages, seotral hundred people, arrested and displaced
many. The subsequent two years were relatively edlim this respect. The military activities of the
Polish underground took on a truly large scalehim years 1943-1944. They encompassed the entire
territory of the General Governorship, a large mdrthe Polish eastern lands, as well as some areas
incorporated into the Reich. In response, the sxioe directed against civil population unleashed.
During the pacification actions aimed at the basdafe guerilla troops several hundred villagesewver
destroyed in the General Governorship alone, fiaulation exterminated or deported.

The Nazi authorities, implementing the plan of Ganising the conquered territories, carried
out in the period between November 1942 and Ju#A818 the region of Zamo the deportation and
pacification actions. This action was based onatttker from Himmler of 12 November 1942 on the
establishment of the first German settlement areaGéeneral Governorship. In the first stage
(November 1942 — March 1943) German military degbrPolish population from 116 villages,
killing many inhabitants. The Poles were replacedhe German and Ukrainian settlers. In the second
stage (23 June — 15 July 1943) Germans carried girhilar action, which resulted in evacuation of
some 170 villages. Then, in the third stage thettiesnent started of the Ukrainian population from
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the eastern part of the region of Zamto the Polish villages. Altogether 110,000 Polesendeported
from the region of Zamo. This population, including children, was subjaxtsegregation and then
sent to the concentration camps or to work, oidermanising in the Third Reich. The Polish armed
self-defence was established, this fact resulimpeaavy fighting. The resistance and the retalmatio
undertaken by the guerilla detachments againstGbeman and Ukrainian population forced the
Germans to interrupt the pacification.

In the years 1943-1944 the Polish-Ukrainian confticvolhynia broke out, and then extended
over Podole. It was incited by the Ukrainian nadiist groups, aiming at the so-called “de-
Polonisation” and the complete removal of the Popspulation to the West, beyond the rivers Bug
and San. As a consequence of the terror, which teekKorm of planned extermination, at least 70
thousand Poles were killed. In the face of dangeme 200 thousand Poles fled in the years 1943-
1944 to the General Governorship from the tergwfbeyond-the-Bug”.

The relocation of the population of Warsaw after tlefeat of the Warsaw Uprising took also
on a large scale. According to rough estimatesettdank Warsaw had on the day the uprising broke
out, August 1 1944, between 800,000 and 900,000 inhabitants.dlilect losses during the fighting
amounted, conform to the minimum estimates, to Q@D people. The entire remaining population
was forced to leave the city. The majority of tHdedy and the children (altogether more than
500,000 persons) were dispersed and put in thditlesasituated in the western part of the General
Governorship (at this time the line of fightingetthed along the Vistula river). Persons in pragact
age were either sent to work in the Reich (67,0800 the concentration camps (5,000). The
participants of the Uprising were directed to ti@V¥ camps.

The other relocations, which also took place in@®emeral Governorship, were carried out on
a smaller scale. During the establishment of thitanj exercise grounds Germans relocated around
100,000 inhabitants of some 100 villages situatedthe vicinity of Kozienice, Dbica and
Kolbuszowa (Dziewoski, Kosi ski 1967, p. 69, Fig. 12).

Population movements were also brought about byintitmediate closeness of the military
activities. The German-Soviet frontline stood iregulace for almost half a year, until the January
1945 offensive of the Red Army. This line dividdektterritory of the General Governorship. The
population living near to the frontline was removsah by the German and Soviet troops.

Over the entire area of the General Governorshipmnguhe whole period of war local Polish
population was subject to forced relocations. #dsitted that around one million Poles, livingtbis
area, lost their entire wealth and were forcecetvé their place of residence. These relocatiome we
taking place within the boundaries of the Generalé€norship. If we add to that the movements
considered already before, having much farther ggdgc reach, we can state that over the entire
period of war migrations on the area considereelcéd millions of people. All of them took place by
use of force and were carried out ruthlessly. Tgught about ultimately total political, socialdan
demographic instability.
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Fig. 12.Forced movements of Polish population on the teryibf General Governorship during the
Nazi occupation
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8. Evacuation and flight of the German populationh® Potsdam Germany

The change of the military situation of Germanyd aspecially the collapse of the eastern
front, initiated a new phase of large-scale pojputamovements. Until that moment the motive force
of the large migration movements were the Germdhaaities, and in the eastern lands of Poland, in
the years 1939-1941 — the Soviet authorities. AsRlked Army approached and the real possibility
appeared of the Soviets entering the Polish tegpthe political situation started to changee Th
population that now felt the most endangered wkeepgersons of German nationality. The crimes
committed against the Slavic and Jewish populatisinggested the possibility of retaliation. This
possibility, anyway, was not being kept secret antlas known that the German population would
have to bear the responsibility for the supportegiHitler and his expansionist plans as well as
genocide.

The defeat of the German army in the East andénWest, and the approach of the Soviet
troops made the Nazi authorities face the issyweparation of evacuation of the German population.
The first phase of evacuation encompassed eastdicias At the news of crossing the river Zbrucz
and the approach of the Soviet Army to Lwéw (L'ville German administration and the German
civilian population started to leave the threateaszhs already in March 1944. There were at thr ti
in Galicia 80,000 Germans having come from the Reand 62,000 Germans of local origin. Besides,
the German administration took into account theessity of evacuating the persons having
collaborated with the authorities of the Generav&aoorship. Some 98,000 Ukrainians and 25,000
Poles were classified in this group. Altogether,288 persons were supposed to leave their places of
residence (Meissner 1987, p. 187). Not all of theamaged to leave. This was associated with chaos
and the delay in taking of decisions on organisatibthe evacuation transports. In July 1944 German
authorities started the evacuation from the regibhublin. Similarly as in the District of Galicithe
surprise caused by the rapid approach of the famalt the fright of the Red Army brought about
disorder and organisational collapse. German ptipulaimed directly at the Reich or just crossed
Vistula river and remained in the District of Radoim addition, Germans unfit for work from the
entire General Governorship were sent to Hungadyo() and to Slovakia (30,000). Thereafter, the
evacuation of all the Germans residing to the BAs¥istula started. This action was initiated in
accordance with the directives from the authoriiégshe General Governorship on 14 July 1944.
Then, on 20 July 1944 evacuation from the eastewmttes of the District of Warsaw began
(including the right-bank part of Warsaw, Praga)mediately after that the order was issued for the
German civilians to leave the area of Warsaw. Atehd of July 1944 the panic in Warsaw was under
control. This was associated with the intended teroffensive of the '® German army within the
foreground of Warsaw. The disadvantageous milissiyation forced the governor Hans Frank to start
the planned evacuation of Germans from the DistoictCracow. The so-called de-congestion
(Auflockerungy was initiated already in April 1944. It was contedd with the sending back to the
Reich of children and women of German nationality.

Stabilisation of the frontline, which stood stiktttveen September 1944 and January 1945 on
the line of Vistula river, slowed down the plannedacuation of the western part of General
Governorship. It was only the start of the Sovi&msive in January 1945 that caused the necessity
a new evacuation action. The catastrophe of then&es on the front and the rapid pace of westward
movement of the Red Army changed the intended pldravacuation into a disorderly flight, which
encompassed the majority of the German populafiteady in spring 1944 the westward movement
of the front brought it in the North close to ERstissia. The areas of the proper Reich were thredte
the earliest at exactly this segment of the frdhe offensive of the Red Army along this directain
the beginning of October 1944 caused panicky eschiee civilian population living there. After the
line of front stopped at the end of October, evionaof population from the eastern part of East
Prussia was started. This evacuation encompas$g@080persons (Sobczak 1966, p. 340). Until the
end of 1944 evacuation was still being carriediowt planned and organised manner. The beginning
of the great January offensive brought about clasmscomplete disorganisation. The Soviet troops
moved very fast in the western direction. The amiting manoeuvres of the armoured columns
destroyed the successive lines of defence. On Ba68, 1945, the first detachments of the Soviet
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army reached the Vistula Lagoon and cut off the afeEast Prussia. Until that time 250,000 Germans
managed to escape to the West. It was decidedaouate the remaining ones over the sea. This
evacuation took on a dramatic course. People wieeetdd to cross the frozen waters of the Vistula
Lagoon, where many drowned. Close to 200,000 refsigeent from Pi awa along the Vistula Bar.
Some 450,000 refugees were transported with shi@etmany or to Denmark. Many of these ships
were sunk, including “Wilhelm Gustloff”, torpedoeash 30 January 1945, with 4,749 refugees from
East Prussia on board. Only 822 persons were saved.

The subsequent Soviet outflanking manoeuvre reaBladitt Sea in the vicinity of Koszalin
(Ko6slin) and on March %, 1945, the overland escape route of the inhalsitahiGdask Pomerania
was cut off. The sole way of escape was over the @ed it was made use of on a massive scale.
According to the data quoted by J. Sobczak, betv#&eianuary and 9 May 1945 altogether 1,206,793
persons, of whom 679,541 were civilians, were farngd over the sea from Kroélewiec (Kdnigsberg,
nowadays — Kaliningrad), Pi awa, Gdynia, Gglaand Hel. In the same period the shuttle trdifm
Krélewiec to Gdynia, from Krynica Morska to Gd&k and Hel moved 728,131 persons, of whom
494,485 were civilians. Further, from the Pomenardaast — from Dar 6wek, Ustka, Ko obrzeg and

winouj cie — altogether 182,533 persons were transpoaédet West, including 136,579 civilians.
Jointly, by various ways and means, between 23afgrand 8 May 1945 2,204,477 persons were
transported over the Baltic Sea, including at 18a385,585 civilians (Sobczak 1966, p. 350).

Simultaneously, spontaneous overland flight of German population to the West started.
Initially, train convoys were being organised, daigr on, when this turned out to be impossibladro
convoys were formed, which moved slowly westwardlé.this was taking place in conditions of
sharp, frosty winter. The columns would start marghat the last moment, when the Soviet tanks
were already approaching. The report of K. Golcxw4d971) contains many interesting facts
associated with the numbers of the evacuated perand the losses borne during the flight. The
demographic losses among the German refugees werdigh. Quite significant divergences exist in
this domain as to the statistical estimates. Wectanfor instance, the fact that the civilian plgtion
of East Prussia, whose number was at the end @f 492,322,000, lost in the terminal phase of war —
conform to one of these estimates — 299,000 pergaoiezewski 1971, p.191). Less than 30% of the
population of East Prussia and the province of GkidVest Prussia remained in their places of
residence. The remaining ones either reached thiindtions to the West of Odra river, or did not
survive the horrors of evacuation.

The Soviet offensive moved very fast along the neaintral axis of the military activities, the
line Warsaw-Berlin. The Russian armoured troopshred Odra river in the first days of February and
took a bridgehead on the western bank of the iiwehe vicinity of Kostrzy. Within the central
lowland belt some 2 million Germans lived. The exat®n plans for this population were elaborated
in detail, but in just few days they became conghjebbsolete. At the beginning, railway transport
functioned yet, while in the subsequent phase dhd convoys set out, usually overcome by fighting
on their way. The evacuation of the German civilgpulation in the here considered central belt,
including the so-called Land of Warta, did not haueh a tragic course as to the North, in Pomerania
but still it entailed a lot of victims. In Januaapproximately 600,000 of the local civilian popidat
were transported across Odra. These were bothlthelwabitants of German nationality and the
settlers, who moved to that area during the war.

Within the southern part of the Polish territorye tlkrainian Front moved on and quickly
overcame the German defences. After having endirClieicow and Upper Silesia the troops of the
Front reached on January"2he river Odra close to Brzeg and O awa. Thusgeseape route in the
western direction through Wroc aw (Breslau) wasaftit Hence, the wave of German refugees from
Cracow and Upper Silesia took the south-westecton, as the sole route available. The authsritie
of the General Governorship escaped in panic froac@v, taken by the Soviet army on Januar¥, 19
1945. The German political entity, established loe ¢entral territories of Poland, named officially
General Gouvernement, ceased to exist. Hundrettsoasands of German refugees, mixed with the
military detachments and the evacuated prisonerth@fcamp in Owi cim (Auschwitz), moved
towards Moravia or Lower Silesia. The evacuationMoc aw was announced at the last instance.
The official order was given on 21 January 194%ndtde women and children leave the city on foot.
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In temperature of —£6to —20C approximately 500,000 persons set out from thg and its
surroundings. The marching columns were overtaketin® fighting (Knaps 1952-1953, p. 52). Thus,
the number of victims among these people was vigly. lYet, hundreds of thousands managed to get
out of the sack. According to approximate calcolagi around 3.2 million Germans left Silesia until
the end of World War Il, having moved to Saxonyufiihgia, Bavaria and Bohemia (Sobczak 1966,
pp.354-355).

German population having stayed in their locatiohgesidence suffered serious losses, as
well. Numerous victims among the civilian populatiwere caused by the defence of particular towns,
turned into fortresses (Wroc aw, G ogow, Ko obrzelg)is also beyond doubt that many German
citizens were killed by the Soviet soldiers. Theguylation balance published after the war by the
German scholars estimates the losses borne whhbitetritories lost by Germany due to war and the
Free City of Gdask at 1,882,000 persons, of whom 594,000 wouldddiectly due to the military
activities (the military staff and the victims dfet air raids), while close to 1.3 million were ciolesed
to be the losses brought about by the passingeofrtnt and the entering of the Soviet army. They
were referred to as the so-called unexplained cd3eewo ski, Kosi ski 1967, pp. 65-66). Polish
scholars question these calculations and congiéen to be tendentiously overestimated.

It is very difficult to determine how many Germde# during the last few months of war the
areas located between the German-Soviet line bfifig from 12 January 1945 and the line of Odra
and Nysa uycka rivers, which was soon to become the westeumdbary of Poland. The most
frequent estimates speak of the evacuation ortflgghfive million Germans (not considering the
military). The former Polish citizens of German inagality, who lived on the territory of Poland
within its boundaries of 31 August 1939, left tkésritory in panic and haste. Then, there was mass
flight of the German settlers originating from tbare areas of the Reich and the persons of German
nationality from various European countries, haviregn settled on the territory mentioned. These
two groups of population felt most threatened, oy from the side of the Soviet army. They also
feared the retaliation from the Polish side. Thenfer Polish citizens were afraid of the responisibil
for the disloyalty with respect to the country, wkocitizens they had been. German settlers were
aware that they took in possession unlawfully thems and the dwellings having belonged to the
deported Poles. These two categories of the Gepopulation left in their vast majority the occupied
Polish territories. The population inhabiting thestern territories of the Reich, in its boundafiem
before the war, was evacuated or escaped for fethreoapproaching Soviet army. They accepted
without any doubt the official German propagandaisTpropaganda was directed by those who knew
perfectly well of the cruelties committed by ther@an army in the East and were afraid of the
responsibility. Information coming from the aressken by the Red Army strengthened their
conviction that a blood shedding retaliation i®&expected.

It should be judged that the estimate of five millirefugees is rather too low. Based on the
general demographic balances it can be supposethth&rue number of the refugees could be even
higher. This problem will yet be considered in gler part of the report.

9. Repatriation of the Polish population from the areathe East of the Curzon line

The establishment of the new Polish eastern bandeifect of decisions taken in Teheran and
Yalta, entailing the irrevocable loss of the eastands of the ¥ Commonwealth, brought up the
guestion of the population of Polish nationalityjrig outside of the boundaries of the Polish siate

2 The literature of the subject accepts commonlyténe of “repatriation” for the resettlement of Rl
population from the former Polish Eastern Bordeattato the area of the so-called Potsdam Polang, Thi
however, was not so much “repatriation”, but ratlepatriation” of the native population from théiome
region. Given the coercion applied “expulsion” wibble here a more appropriate term. One could alsmther
terms, such as “resettlement”, “banishment”, oslttiging”. Alas, during almost fifty years only tterm of
“repatriation” was used with respect to the movenudithe Polish population from the Eastern Boraledks to
Poland in its new boundaries. The term became palaothat replacing it by another word, even aereorrect
one, might lead to a terminological turmoil.
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its post-war shape. A solution to this questionune appropriate agreements with the Soviet
authorities. The Polish-Soviet talks on the subjeete conducted over a long time and encountered
significant difficulties. Repatriation required naly an unambiguous explanation of the issue of
citizenship of the persons inhabiting the areathéoEast of the Curzon line and having been before
the war Polish citizens (Kersten 1974, p. 96). Tibésie was debated in the talks between the Polish
government in exile and the authorities on the KmenThese authorities maintained their formal
position, namely that all the inhabitants acquireahform to (the Soviet) law, the citizenship oéth
USSR. Poles, on the other hand, considered thdintosbe Polish citizens. During formation of the
Polish army in the USSR, commanded by General Widels, the Soviet authorities made an
exception with respect to the persons of Polish gartly Jewish nationality. Later on, after having
broken diplomatic relations with the Polish goveamnin exile (in London), they renounced this
exception. In view of the lack of formal regulatiohthis question mass resettlement (“repatriafion”
of Poles to the post-war Poland was beyond questioat is why negotiations started between the so-
called Polish Committee for National Liberation ({Blo acronym: PKWN), a Soviet construct, and the
Soviet administration. The negotiations were quiifficult, but ended with a partial success. The
agreements signed by the representatives of the N¥Pldkd the authorities of the USSR, and then the
“governments” of the Ukrainian SSR and the LithaanSSR, of 9 May 1944 and 22 September 1944,
as well as the agreement between the governmenBolahd and Soviet Union of 6 July 1945,
established that the persons of Polish and Jeveisbnality, who had had Polish citizenship before 1
September 1939 and had permanent residence oretfiteries ceded to the Soviet Union, were
entitled to choose their citizenship and locatibnesidence between Poland and the Soviet Union.

The issue was additionally complicated by the latkriteria concerning nationality. Polish
delegation, being aware that the formal requiresesativisaged in the repatriation choice
guestionnaire, will make repatriation impossible foany persons, tried to make the respective
decisions based on the principle of national sigftification of the individuals. Yet, this
recommendation was only partly observed in thetmaof repatriation.

At the instant Polish territories located betwedsam new eastern border of the post-war Poland
and the one defined in the Treaty of Riga afterRbksh-Bolshevik war, fell again in 1944 to thedRe
Army, and thus were to belong to the Soviet Unibiey were supposedly the home to roughly four
million Poles, conform to the estimates of the tRefish authorities. In reality this number was éow
It is estimated that together with the few remagnilews there were a bit more than 3.5 million Poles
on this territory. In case of realisation of contplespatriation transport of such a huge mass oplpe
would constitute an essential logistic problem.

For carrying out the organisational tasks assatiatgh the resettlement action the State
Repatriation Office was established by virtue of ttecree of the PKWN of 7 October 1944. The
Office was meant to take care of the relocatedgmetsFurther, a special office of the Government'’s
Representative for Repatriation was also estaldisimeant to co-ordinate the entire action.

The first transports with the repatriates came atamd already in the second half of 1944.
These were the persons resettled from the formathseastern Poland, that is — from the western
districts of the Ukrainian SSR. In this first petitl7,000 persons came to Poland. In view of the fa
that the front still stood across the territory Rédland, this group found themselves in very hard
conditions. It was only in the second half of 194fier Germans were pushed away from the Polish
lands and the new western border of Poland wablittad, that wide possibilities for settling opdne
up.

In connection with the agreements signed on batheaetive sides 1,736,000 persons applied
for repatriation as of 1 July 1946 in the threeutdjzs bordering upon Poland, that is — Ukraine,
Belarus’ and Lithuania. Of them, 1,240,000 perseege allowed to leave. Thus, more than 500,000
persons, despite having applied for repatriatiofPtdand, remained in their locations of residence.
The highest share of repatriates occurred in Ukré®6.0%). This was largely influenced by the terro
that the Polish population suffered from the sifi¢ghe Ukrainian nationalist groupings, which were
active at that time. In the Byelorussian republi¢t@0,000 persons having applied 274,000 actually
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left. The share of the repatriates was even lowéithuania (of 445,000 registered only 178,000 tven
to Poland) (Piesowicz 1988a, p. 55).

In the framework of the repatriation action 724,@@@sons came to Poland in 1945, of whom
512,000 from the Ukrainian SSR, 136,000 from thelByussian SSR, 54,000 from the Lithuanian
SSR, and 22,000 from other Soviet republics. Institesequent year, 1946, the flow of repatriates was
smaller, amounting to 644,000 persons, of whomd@®from the Ukrainian SSR, likewise 136,000
from the Byelorussian SSR, 123,000 from the LithaanSSR, and 226,000 from other Soviet
republics. In the following years repatriation waarginal and encompassed only individual persons.
Altogether, within the official framework of thepatriation action, 1,507,000 persons came to Poland
(see Table 10).

Table 10.Repatriation of Polish population from the Sovietidh to Poland in the years 1944-1949

No.| Period of Numbers of repatriates from:
repatriation| Ukrainian SSR| Byelorussian SSR Lithuanian SSR Othmubikics| Totals
1 1944 117,000 - - - 117,000
2 1945 512,000 136,000 54,000 22,000 724,000
3 1946 159,000 136,000 123,000 226,000 644,000
4 | 1947-1949 - 2,000 1,000 19,000 22,000
Totals 788,000 274,000 178,000 267,000 1,507,000

Source: K. PiesowicaVielkie ruchy migracyjne w latach 1945-1950. CZ (Large-scale migration
movements in the years 1945-1950. Parbtudia Demograficzne, 4 (96), 1988, p. 55.

Side by side with official repatriation there wasrevement to Poland of the individual
migrants. We have mentioned already before of thésH refugees from Volhynia and partly from
Podole, who fled for fear of extermination from thiee of the nationalist Ukrainian formations —
200,000 persons having come to the General Gowaripoin the years 1942-1943. At the turn of 1945
additional 100,000 refugees made their way to theieally Polish areas. Besides, tAéPblish Army,
formed in the Soviet Union, of some 100,000 sokli@nd officers, entered the territory of Poland.
This army was largely composed of the Poles havirtabited the eastern lands of th& 2
Commonwealth. There were also a relatively high Inemof returns of the Poles originating from the
eastern lands, who found themselves on the tgrritbGermany during the war. These were primarily
the persons deported to work or the POWSs. Theyndtdeturn to their home areas, but remained in
Poland on their way back. It is estimated that ¢ghnisup was composed of some 200,000 persons. This
group was accompanied by the few of those whothedt Soviet Union with General W adys aw
Anders, and through Persia, Middle East and ltalgched Poland. According to K. Piesowicz (1988a,
p. 55) around 500,000 persons originating fromdastern borderlands came to Poland outside of the
official repatriation action. S. Banasiak (1963,1p1) performed a more accurate calculation of the
number of repatriates. Thus, in his opinion thaltaumber of repatriates from the East amounted to
2,207,716 (Fig. 13). It can be judged that thiscizee calculation is close to the actual numberg Th
population census carried out in 1950 reported @B persons, whose residence on Septeniber 1
1939, was located on the areas lost to the SovietrlJ Numerous Poles from the Eastern Borderlands
did not return to Poland from the West and dispkes®oss the globe.

Among the broadly understood repatriates relocditech the East the persons of Polish
nationality dominated. Approximately 140,000 Jewase as well. Half of the latter migrated during
the next two years to Palestine. The groups oftrepes of other nationalities were quite marginal.
The next action of repatriation of Poles from tlwviSt Union took place in the years 1956-1959. At
that time 249,000 repatriates came to Poland, afmvh01,100 from the Byelorussian SSR, 76,000
from the Ukrainian SSR, and 46,000 from the LithaarSSR. Soon after this repatriation action, in
1959, a population census was carried out in theeStnion. This census reported 539,000 Poles in
the Byelorussian SSR, 363,000 in the Ukrainian $8& 230,000 in the Lithuanian SSR. Thus, in
these three republics bordering with Poland, attuerel,132,000 persons declared Polish nationality
in 1959. These were the persons, who for varioasams were not included in the repatriation.
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Fig. 13.Repatriation and return migration of Polish popudat to Poland from the East and West
after termination of military operations

10. Return to Poland of the population deported byNBei occupants and re-emigration from
the West

When considering the movements of the populatiorihenareas occupied by the Reich we
provided the estimates for the scale of relocationsork in Germany. The complete military defeat
of the Nazis and the entering of the allied armie® the territory of Germany, as well as
establishment of a new geopolitical situation akbawior the return of the deported to the counthe T
matter, though, was not so simple. The fact th#arRbfell under the Soviet domination, and that the
authorities in Poland had been established by maeie Stalin made the decision of return more
difficult. On the other hand, administration of timew Poland undertook a propaganda action
persuading to return to the home country. The dedgropulation, who found themselves on the areas
liberated by the western allies, became the objpéca two-sided propaganda, from the Polish
government in exile and from the administrationVfarsaw. The two sides had different aims and
used different arguments. Nowadays, looking baoknfia sufficiently far historical perspective, we
can state that despite the patriotic rhetoric, usgdhe delegates of the government in exile, the
blocking of the return to Poland was decidedly Hatrfor the demographically damaged country. It
should be added that the western allied governmaats interested in the return of Poles to their
homeland and collaborated on that issue closely thi¢ administration in Warsaw. It is very difficul
to establish a general demographic balance anaaistiwith a decent precision the number of Poles,
who remained in Western Europe after the war. leven more difficult to provide a statistical
estimate of their later fates, since many of thesmen returned to Poland and dispersed across the
globe. Only very rough assessments can be forwandis domain.

Polish literature of the subject reserves for thespns sent by force to work in Germany and
returning to the home country the not too adequets of “repatriates from the West” or, less
frequently, “war repatriates”. The returns to Pdlaancompassed also the persons, who left Poland
before September 1939 of their own will, looking &job, and decided to come back to the homeland
after the war. This group was referred to as “régeamts”.
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Hence, the post-war return wave from the West tmmbencompassed quite a variety of
population categories, namely:

- the demobilised soldiers of the Polish Armed Foriceshe West, who fought against
Germans side by side with the allies; in the fistalge of war the Polish Armed Forces in
the West were the army of some 200,000 officerspaivates;

- the prisoners of the Nazi concentration camps;

- the POWs from the September 1939 campaign, thealetprising of 1944, etc.;

- the persons deported during occupation to workemgany;

- civilians, who fled from the country for fear ofetfGerman or Soviet terror;

- the former job migrants, who had left Poland betbeeoutbreak of the World War 11.

It is not possible to present the scale of rettwnBoland for each of the population categories
mentioned. The statistical documentation makesssible to only separate from the general evidence
of the returning persons the “re-emigrants”, bugrein this domain quite significant divergencessexi
Ultimately, the entire classification of the retdtows was not fully unambiguous, because the cases
were known of persons being simultaneously “reptds” and “re-emigrants”.

The largest groups of the persons returning warsetisent to work in Germany and the Polish
POWs interned by th&/ehrmachtlt is estimated that around 400,000 of those |gei@mained at the
end of war on the area of the Reich to the Eatlefine of Odra and Nysa wcka rivers. After the
decisions taken in Potsdam these areas becameegnainpart of the Polish state. So, the respective
persons were not included in the repatriation répgrit can be said that they did not return téelRd
but Poland came to them, encompassed them witteits boundaries, and brought their citizenship
back to them. Many of them, anyway, did not haveerghto return any more, because they had
frequently been the residents of the lands thaarRblost in the East, or their dwellings in central
Poland were destroyed. They stayed, thereforeJamepand became the first settlers on the soetalle
Regained Lands.

Approximately 700,000 persons sent to work in Gerwynduring the occupation and POWSs
were in the Soviet occupation zone in Germany atitistant of end of war. Immediately after the
military operations terminated, in the first halfl®45, half of them returned to Poland. They wese
included in the repatriation reporting, becauserghsly established Polish-German border was not yet
under the supervision of the Polish border guartis.remaining Poles left the Soviet occupation zone
and returned to Poland in the second half of 1%45he same time, also without any registration,
more than 100,000 Poles returned to Poland fronftherican, British and French occupation zones.
They were taken care of by the UNRRA, this orgaiisahaving adopted the term of “displaced
persons” (DPs, or, in the Polish colloquial expi@ssthe “dipis”) for the civilians that remained
under its wardship.

On the basis of the work by K. Kersten (1974, p/)2@e can determine in an approximate
manner, the numbers of Poles in particular zonesvedtern Germany and the course of their
repatriation to Poland. Thus, according to the dataf 28 July 1945 there were:

- in the British zone (Ruhr, Rheinland, Westphalemanhbver, Oldenbourg, Schleswig-
Holstein, Hamburg, Friesen): 435,388 DPs and 1@RIBWS;

- in the American zone (Bavaria, a part of Wirttergbétessen, Hessen-Nassau, Bremen):
157,258 DPs and 24,722 POWSs;

- in the French zone (Saarland, Rhein-Pfalz, northeheinland, Baden, a part of
Wirttemberg): 31,477 DPs and 584 POWSs;

- in the camps not positioned according to zones;26B®DPs and 7,400 POWSs.

Thus, according to this statistic, there were atehd of war altogether 912,526 Polish citizens
on the western territories of Germany, most of tr@fnPolish nationality. One should add to this
number the ones in Austria — 36,000 Polish DPsfazonto an underestimation, and those, who were
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not accounted for in the official statistics. Itnctherefore be supposed that there were around 1.2
million Poles in western Germany and in Austridhie middle of 1945.

The organised repatriation of Polish population wadertaken in the effect of the September
Berlin agreement among the allies. It started aitrelay with respect to the envisaged deadlines. Th
first transport from the American zone left on 1&p&mber 1945, from the British zone — on 13
October 1945, and from the French zone only in N of the same year. Thus, in October of that
year 127,308 Poles were sent back to Poland ingansed manner (73,733 from the American zone
and 74,005 from the British zone), in November 6,303 (23,388 from the American zone, 74,005
from the British zone and 9,000 from the Frenchegpand in December — 40,049 (5,851 from the
American zone, 28,265 from the British zone an®3,8om the French zone) (see Kersten 1974, p.
213).

In view of technical difficulties this repatriatidasted long and terminated in principle only at
the end of 1948. It encompassed altogether 8646&bns (see Table 11).

Table 11.Repatriation from the western zones of Germanyfaod Austria to Poland

No. Dates Numbers of repatriates
From the From the From the From Totals
American zong French zone British zone| Austria

1 Until 1.01.1946 196,585 14,933 155,84% 59,308 426,671
2 1.01-31.12.1946 130,605 26,517 200,816 9,52% 367,463
3 1.01-30.06.1947 26,258 3,563 12,625 2,151 44,597
4 11.07.1947-31.08.1948 10,731 1,437 13,818 920 26,906

Totals | 364,179 46,450 383,104 71,904 865,637

Source: K. KerstenRepatriacja ludnoci polskiej po Il wojnie wiatowej (Studium historyczne)
(Repatriation of Polish population after the WorldaiVil (An historical study)) Ossolineum,
Wroc aw-Warszawa-Krakéw-Gdak, 1974, pp. 216-217.

Many Poles did not decide to repatriate and rendasigroad. These persons acquired the
status of “refugees”. According to the official tidtics 275,000 Poles refused to return home. By
adding the persons, who were not accounted imtieenational documentation, we arrive at the rough
estimate of half a million Poles, who were forcgdvar to leave the homeland and remained in the
countries of Western Europe.

Besides the repatriation of the Polish citizenspwiere forced to leave after Septembié,r 1
1939, there was the already mentioned re-emigraifaihose Poles, who had departed before. This
action did not bring all of the expected resultsug, in particular, not even a symbolic returnhaf t
Poles living in the United States was achievedl, Stie appeal of the new government found a
positive response in the form of return of some,@00 “old” emigrants. The biggest group returned
from France (78,000), then from Germany (60,00Q)gdslavia (15,000), Romania (4,000), Belgium
(4,000), etc. They were settled on the newly aeguivestern and Northern Lands (Piesowicz 1988a,
p. 72).

An overall synthesis of the dimensions of the ddficepatriation and re-emigration was
performed by K. Kersten (1974, p. 242). Accordingher calculations, repatriation from Germany
between 1945 and 1950 encompassed 1,642,500 peFgpatriation and re-emigration from other
European countries encompassed 298,500 persondraancdutside of Europe — 8,000 persons of
Polish nationality. Thus, not considering the “ingnaition” from the areas that had been incorporated
into the USSR, 1,949,000 persons moved after thetwdoland from other European countries,
mainly from Germany (Fig. 12).
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11. Post-war movements of the Ukrainian and Belarug@pulation

Determination of the eastern boundary of Polantherbasis of the Curzon line was not only
meant to legalise the territorial acquisitions bé tSoviet Union, but also to ultimately solve the
growing ethnic problems existing between Poland iméastern neighbours. In connection with this
an agreement was signed on 9 September 1944 betiveeBoviet government and the PKWN,
representing the new authorities in Poland, onntlieual exchange of population. Conform to the
stipulations of the agreement the Ukrainian, Ru#men Belarusian, Russian and Lithuanian
populations living on the territory of Poland is itew boundaries were to be relocated to the Soviet
Union, while persons of Polish nationality livingn ¢he eastern side of the Curzon line were to be
moved to Poland. An integral part of the agreemeas constituted by the deal on the resettlement of
the Ukrainians and the so-called Ruthenians frodarRband Poles from the Ukrainian SSR. The
intention of the agreement was to liquidate theishs the tensions and conflicts between the two
nations in a freewill, but at the same time ultien@which was apparently inconsistent) manner.

The number of Ukrainians, who lived on the Poligleswas initially estimated as equal
between 493,800 and 546,200 (Skrzynecki 1988,.( 1 actual number of the Ukrainian population
(including the Lemko population inhabiting the antn slopes of the Carpathians between the river
Poprad and upper San) was higher. The estimatdhisndomain are quite divergent, although
determination of the approximate numbers of poptas not very difficult. The Ukrainians living in
south-eastern Poland were either of Eastern Orthod@f Greek-Catholic religion. Within this area
national identification was associated with religgodenomination, and the faithful of the Roman
Catholic Church fully identified themselves withetlPolish nationality. Ukrainians lived in southern
parts of four counties of the Cracow province (@erl Jaso, Nowy £z, Nowy Targ), in nine
western counties of the former province of Lwéwedh counties now belonging to Poland (Brzozow,
Jaros aw, Krosno, Lesko, Lubaczow, eut, Przemyl, Przeworsk, Sanok), and six eastern counties of
the province of Lublin (Bia a Podlaska, Bi gorajhe&Cm, Hrubieszow, W odawa). All these counties
were inhabited, in accordance with the census 81L.1By 2,272,800 persons, of whom 208,400 were
of Orthodox religion and 398,100 were Greek CatsolBy subtracting the few Russians and Poles of
Orthodox faith, and adding the dispersed Ukrainitiaig in the remaining counties, situated farthe
West, we arrive at the rough number of more tha® @ Ukrainians. Between 1931 and 1939 this
population featured high natural increase and amtred 700,000 persons.

A number of distinct stages can be distinguishedthi@ action of resettlement of the
Ukrainians. During the first stage, until 15 Noveanti944, 3,505 Ukrainians were deported from
Poland, then, between 15 November 1944 and 1 Jari@#5, 36,359 Ukrainians were resettled,
between 1 January 1945 and 1 March 1945 — 41,46®mpe and between 1 March 1945 and 15
August 1945 yet 141,186 persons were resettledeShme beginning of the action until the middle of
August 1945 altogether 222,509 persons were evedubintil that time administrative pressure was
applied, but the resettlements were not done bgefoin the later phase the principle of freewill
resettlement was being violated quite decisiveljisTamounted to the possibility of relocating te th
Ukrainian SSR, until 1 April 1946 further 122,524&rdinians, and then between 1 April and 1
September 1946 — of 137,629 Ukrainians. The prapgon of re-settling the Ukrainians ended with
the total number of 482,662 persons of Ukrainiationality deported outside of Poland (A. B.
Szczeniak, W. Z. Szota 1973, p. 491). Another sourBepatriacja.. 1996, pp. 10-11) quotes a
similar number of the Ukrainians re-settled fromafd to the USSR, namely 480,293. After the final
date here quoted the deportations of the Ukrairframs Poland encompassed only 5,950 persons.

After the planned resettlement has been terminditede still remained some 200 thousand
Ukrainians in Poland. They concentrated mainlydatks-eastern part of the region of Rzeszow, in the
mountainous areas (150 thousand). The other ones eispersed across the territory of Poland.
Despite the large scale of deportations to the ldkma SSR the situation was not brought to
“normality”. In the spring of 1947 armed groupstbé Ukrainian UPA were still operating on the
areas inhabited by the Ukrainians. They attackedngsighbouring Polish villages, and the police as
well as military posts. This, in turn, caused rietaky actions, directed against the Ukrainianag#s,
which also gave rise to high losses among theiangl A massive action against UPA and the
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Ukrainian population at large was being preparedesihe end of 1946. The death of General Karol
wierczewski in April 1947 accelerated the so-cabietion “Vistula”, that is — the deportation of the
Ukrainian population. This operation, of militarparacter, lasted between April and end of August
1947 and was meant to bring normalisation of theaibn over the small border area, located to the

South of Przemy and to the East of Sanok. Problems, associated tlve action “Vistula” are
described in a very vast literature of the subjébus, there is ho need of performing the politimal
ethical assessment of the decision taken and oh#tbods of carrying out the undertaking. In order
liquidate the minority disloyal with respect to th&ate the principle of collective responsibilitasv
applied. Forced deportations encompassed the guujpalation of Ukrainian nationality, inhabiting
the area, on which the Ukrainian military formagonere active. When seen against the background
of the resettlements, which took place in the veamne period, the demographic scale of the
deportations considered above was not very big.yThacompassed approximately 140,000
Ukrainians, who were deported from their locatiofigesidence and then dispersed across the new
Polish Western and Northern Lands. The ultimateatfivas the complete liquidation of the Ukrainian
minority within the border areas. The political BbtUkrainian boundary became the national,
language and denominational boundary (Fig. 14).

The resettlement of the Belarusian population o Blgelorussian SSR took on quite limited
dimensions. After the end of war, in the years 19846, 34,411 persons left for the Byelorussian
SSR from the province of Bia ystok (12,828 perstmosn the county of Bia ystok and the city of
Bia ystok, 10,122 from the county of Bielsk Podiasind 960 persons from the county of Soké ka).
This, however, was not quite 20% of the totalitytted Belarusian population living to the West af th
Curzon line.

On the Polish side a relatively limited Belarusiainority remained, inhabiting the areas
around Bielsk Podlaski, Hajnéwka and Siemiatycze.

Fig. 14.Resettlement of the Ukrainian and Belarusian pojatefrom the eastern border-adjacent
territories
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12. Planned resettlement of the German populationdd’titsdam Germany

Certain changes in the population inhabiting theaarthat were incorporated after the war to
Poland due to the decisions taken in Potsdam, fitaale yet in the years of war. On the one hanckther
was a significant natural increase and the infldwoapulation from western Germany, fleeing the
bombings by the allies, on the other hand — thexewvar losses among men servinf\iehrmacht
as well as a limited outflow of population to thecapied areas of Poland. Scholars dealing withethes
issues assume that the overall balance of the twoepses was positive, and that the population
number on these areas exceeded during the wamiilien. This balance sheet does not account, of
course, for the numerous foreigners (like thosmioed labour, prisoners of the concentration camps
POWs, etc.). Only when the Soviet army approached the evacuation, and then chaotic and
dramatic flight to the West took place — as desctibbefore in this report — amounting to a huge
outflow of population, attaining five million pemss. The very rough estimates suggest that at the
instant of cessation of military operations anchsig of the unconditional capitulation of the Third
Reich, there were still approximately four millipersons having pre-war German citizenship on the
territories that Germany was about to lose. Itasyvhard to determine how many of them were of
Polish nationality. Polish authorities maintained,the basis of diverse documents, including German
materials, that there were more than one milliorsqes of Polish nationality. This was also roughly
the number of the former German citizens, who phssiter the war the difficult verification
procedure and demonstrated their Polish extractiater on it turned out that this was largely an
opportunistic effect and that this population, evemf Polish origins and language, was deeply
imbued with the influence of German culture andilisiation. This fact bore an impact on the
evolution of their consciousness and brought awghidlentification with the German community. In
addition, this kind of evolution started to bringfithite economic advantages. The later changeeof th
ethnic option of a large part of this populationswet expected immediately after the war and becaus
of this, on the basis of the situation as of 19y were considered to be the native Polish
population. Such assumption was of high practiogddrtance, since on the basis of the decisions
taken at the Potsdam conference Poland was onlgeabto resettle from its territory the entire
German population. The wording of the respectiveisien of August %, 1945, was with this respect
guite unambiguous:The three governments, having considered the igader all aspects deem it
necessary to undertake the resettlement to Gerraaithe German population or its elements having
remained in Poland.. (Kokot 1957, pp. 79-82). Fulfilment of this stijation under the circumstances
of 1945 required the relocation of more than thmakion former German citizens to the Potsdam
Germany. Besides, there were close to half a milpersons of German nationality residing on the
territory of the 2! Commonwealth situated to the West of the Curzoa. [The plan of resettlement of
Germans from Poland was approved by the Allied 8igiag Council on 20 November 1945. This
body was fully aware of the dimensions and consecge of the envisaged action and expected that
3.5 million persons of German nationality be retedafrom Poland to Germany. The intention was to
direct two millions of them to the Soviet zone, dn8 million to the British zone.

During the second half-year of 1945 the situatibrthe German population was unstable.
Immediately after the end of military operationsr@an population started to return to their home
areas. Thus, for instance, the German populatioBzekzecin (Stettin), at mere 6 thousand in April
1945, grew to 84,000 over just a month (the popmrabumber in Szczecin was 380,000 in 1939).
This, however, lasted for a short time. The bordes blocked and the spontaneous or coerced
outflow of the German population to the West camtith. According to the data quoted in the book
Polska Zachodnia (1961, p. 317) the spontaneous outflow amouiret945 to 450,000-500,000
persons, while the local resettlement actions s&ted50,000-225,000 Germans. Thus, in particutar, a
the beginning of October 1945 nine transports fildnoc aw carried 12,537 persons, while between 8
November and 3 December 1945 yet 29,600 persons daported. As a consequence of the harsh
living conditions the number of deaths among then@a population was higher than the number of
births by 50,000 to 100,000.

The organised resettlement of the German populagitanted only in 1946, and it was
preceded by the Polish-British agreement of Feproérthat year. At the same time (14 February
1946) population census was carried out in Polandording to which there were 2,288,000 persons
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of German nationality on the territory of Polandesiles, 417,400 persons were included in the
verification action, aiming at the establishmentnationality. The negatively verified persons, who
did not succeed in demonstrating their Polish matlity, were directed for resettlement.

Four transportation routes meant to carry the edémt persons were determined jointly with
the British representatives: Route “A": Szczecinidbeck, Route “B”: Szczecin — Bad Segeberg,
Route “C”: Ka awsk (now Wgliniec) — Helmstedt, and Route “D”: Ka awsk — Fli&nd.

The first transport left Szczecin for the Britishne on 27 February 1946. Conform to the
agreement one railway transport was to depart edayy carrying 1,500 persons. Then, starting with
25 March 1946, sea transport was put in motiowals envisaged that 1,000 persons would sail away
every day. Since the British did not provide therpised transport means, the entire action proceeded
slower than planned. Simultaneously, railway tramntspcarrying the relocated persons were going
through two border crossings in Lower Silesia Kamawsk and Tuplice, heading both for the British
and Soviet zones. Within the framework of the siteda“Swallow” operation altogether 1,360,000
Germans were deported to the British zone. The fesettlement transport to the Soviet zone left
from Szczecin on 29 January 1946. The relocatistethover the entire year 1946. The frosty winter
of 1946-47 interrupted the deportations for a shione. They were resumed in April 1947. The
transports were directed then only to the Sovietupation zone, and Polish railway transport faesit
were used (Koseki 1963, p. 38).

Table 12 Numbers of German population resettled from Polartthe years 1946-1949

No. | Sub-periods of resettlemént| Numbers of the resettled
1 February 1946 10,700
2 March 1946 131,600
3 April 1946 153,400
4 May 1946 231,400
5 June 1946 241,800
6 July 1946 232,500
7 August 1946 198,800
8 September 1946 89,000
9 October 1946 97,700
10 January 1947 59,600
11 April 1947 25,700
12 May 1947 63,500

13 June 1947 61,400

14 July 1947 84,600

15 August 1947 93,000

16 September 1947 90,500

17 October 1947 46,500

18 November 1947 13,500

19 Entire year 1948 42,700

20 Entire year 1949 61,400

Total 2,275,300

! The table contains certain gaps. According tontibathly data between February and October 1946uheber
of the resettled Germans was 1,286,900. On the didved, the source quoted specifies that duringetitee
year 1946 as many as 1,632,900 persons of Gerntanaléy were relocated from Poland. Hence, 246,00
persons are not accounted for in the month-by-mbreakdown.

Source: L. Kosiski, Procesy ludnaiowe na Ziemiach Odzyskanych w latach 1945-1960
(Demographic processes within the Regained Landisaryears 1945-1960In: Prace Geograficzne,
40, 1963, p. 39.

During the resettlement action the biggest numbetransport passed through Ka awsk.
Between 20 February and 5 December 1946 as maby2amilway transports heading for the British
zone passed through this station, carrying 886p@52ons of German nationality, while 197 transports

51



with 287,873 persons went to the Soviet zdPelgka Zachodnia 1961, pp. 316-317). Since the end
of 1947 the intensity of the resettlement actioordased considerably. Yet, it continued over 1948
and 1949. In the consequence of this action 2,D05g&rsons considered Germans were altogether
resettled from Poland to Germany, of whom 1,632 800946, 538,300 in 1947, 42,700 in 1948, and
61,400 in 1949. The breakdown of the numbers ofr¢isettled according to sub-periods is shown in
Table 12.

As we add to those resettled in the years 1946-19d®nes having been transported already
in 1945, we can estimate the total number of tkettked German population after the capitulation of
the Third Reich. This calculation was carried outB Nitschke, who stated, when summing up her
study: “The above calculations allow for the conclusiont ttharing the organised resettlement action
2,871,665 Germans were removed from Poland. Thisbeu was lower by approximately 600,000
than envisaged in the plan of the Allied CouncilSofpervision of Germany. Yet, if we account, in
addition, for 400,000 Germans, who were resetttechfPoland during the deportations having taken
place before the Potsdam agreement, we can conthadehe plan was fulfilled almost entirely. The
number of the resettled Germans that we ultimadgiye at is 3,271,665(Nitschke 1997, p. 89, Fig.
15).

Fig. 15.Planned resettlement of the German population fRodand in the period 1946-1949

Now, if we yet add to this number all those evaeddty the German authorities in the final
stage of war and the refugees, we obtain the nusigeificantly exceeding eight million, referring t
the Germans, who left for good the territory of &l in its new boundaries — the eastern ones
determined at Yalta and the western ones estallisji¢he victorious allies in Postdam. This esteanat
does not account, of course, for the military, th@ civilian population, who moved during the war
into the territories situated to the East of tine Iof Odra and Nysa wcka rivers.

The problems, associated with the number of thettted Germans and the losses that the
German population suffered during the movementhefftont, mass flight, as well as in the effect of
the retaliatory activities carried out by the Sovéand Polish side, are very popular in German
literature. Various estimates and balances of foase being provided, differing from the ones given

52



by the Polish authors. The German studies havghdyhdlifferentiated value, ranging from the clearly

tendentious reports, meant to demonstrate thatnpthrgenocide was carried out on the eastern
territories of Germany, up to the more objectiviewations, in which the scale of the German losses
and the volumes and directions of resettlement mewgs were determined in a more reliable manner.

In view of the importance of this problem, whichab® an impact on the Polish-German
relations, it is worthwhile to give an example ssassment of the most common German opinions.
The critical assessment we present here is basabdeomap contained in a popular historical atlas
devoted to history of Germany in the™2€entury (Hilgemann 1984, p. 63). This map is qddtethe
present report (Fig. 16). The author referred tdeumtakes to show the demographic balance of the
German population by putting on the map — in treakdown according to a number of provinces —
the following statistical data:

- the number of German population in 1939
- the irreversible demographic war and post-war ®sde¢he German population

- the number of relocated Germans, including thod® woved to the territory of the
Federal Republic of Germany,

- the number of German population having stayed dir threvious places of residence, as
of 1950.

The first of these data items specifies that thetoeies lost by Germany to the advantage of
Poland and the USSR (the district of Kaliningraidénigsberg, Krolewiec) were inhabited in 1939 by
9,955,200 persons. This number includes both paEast Prussia. The number as such is correct and
does not give rise to reservations. One shouldgpsrionly mention the fact omitted by the author of
the map, namely that this number concerns all Gergiizens, and not the persons of German
nationality. The magnitude of irreversible lossa®ag the German population was estimated as equal
2,004,300. Even, though, if we account for the Wwemses among the German soldiers of the
Wehrmacht originating from these areas, this number i$ &d high. We can mention at this point
that the most recent German calculations, perforineR. Overmans, and quoted in the report by Z.
Zieli ski (1998, p. 193) give the estimate of the losseme during the flight, relocation and
deportation from the Polish areas as equal aro00¢D80 persons. The total number of the resettled i
estimated as equal 7,398,400 persons. The numtike oémaining on place is also given: 1,105,500.
This last number is definitely close to the reatifythat time. The overall balance implies, thouidat
in this calculation the number of the relocatedspas must have been underestimated.

Simultaneously, the map presents the analogouslatiims for the territory contained within
the boundaries of pre-war Poland. The estimategeramg this issue are by all means far from
reality. The total number of Germans in Polandiveiy as equal 1,371,000. According to the Polish
census of 1931 there were altogether only 741,080n@ns on the entire territory of Poland (that is —
including the areas to the East of the Curzon Jiaell even accounting for the real increase in the
period 1931-1939 we cannot obtain more than 822,@@mans. The demographic losses,
prohibitively difficult to estimate, were shown aual 293,000. Further, 431,000 Germans
supposedly remained on the Polish lands to the &atte boundaries defined at Versailles. It goes
without saying that this estimate has nothing tavith reality, neither.
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Fig. 16.Demographic losses, flight and resettlement ofGeeman population from the areas lost by
Germany, after W. Hilgemann

Generally speaking, the German estimates herdridkesl are not only highly arbitrary, but
also clearly tendentious in presentation of then@er losses. Putting together of a reliable balasce
however, very difficult. The issue is made more ptaxr by the fact that during the war there was a
very large inflow of the German population to threas to the East of the line of Odra and Nysa
u ycka rivers (2.5-3 million civilians, the militaggut apart). Some of them came in the initial phase
of war, while other ones were resettled temporaatlghe turn of 1944 in order to avoid British and
American bombings. If we consider this whole Gerrpapulation, we reach the number of close to
11 million relocated Germans, who were forced tvéeat the end of war and in the post-war period
the areas to become an integral part of Poland.

The issue here considered was not presented ishPlitierature in a very reliable manner,
neither. The losses of the German civilian popatatvere neglected and treated, even if implicily,
the justified compensation for the wrongs suffebgdthe Poles, displaced here and there over the
entire period of the World War Il. Currently, efferare made to achieve a higher degree of
objectivity. Evidence to the point is constitutedthe report published recently in Tor(B. Nitschke
2000). The issue in question gained popularityabé lagain in connection with the announcement of
the establishment of the so-called “Centre for Esipn” in Berlin. Polish side is trying to point bu
that such a design is not contributing to concoecdasince it leaves completely aside the initialses
that ultimately brought about the dramatic exodfishe German population. This exodus, hamely,
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was the penultimate stage in the political causkedfect chain, which, it should be remembered, was
triggered off by the German state, having attadkeaeighbours and then implemented the plan of
mass extermination and deportations.

13. Settling of the Regained Lands by the populatioRalfsh nationality

The establishment of the new western border, cdadeith acquisition of 102,700 sqg. km of
territory by Poland, put forward a very difficuéisk of settling this area, depopulated by war, with
Polish population. At the same time Poland lose#stern territories and was totally destroyed ay. w
In a paradoxical manner these two factors facddathe undertaking. After the agreements with the
Soviet Union had been concluded it was expectedbiitaveen three and three and a half million Poles
would come from the East, for whom some place wddge to be found. All in all 2.2 million
persons came, but this was of secondary importdraéowing a few years of occupation and the
passage of the front the country was completelasiated. Millions of people had no dwellings. They
constituted the potential population of the sedtlefhis was yet amplified by other demographic
conditions, facilitating the task. Polish countdesiwas traditionally overpopulated and disposed of
surpluses of labour. The return to Poland was @rpeaf the re-emigrants from the West, and of two
million persons sent during the war to Germany.sEhgeople often had no possibility of returning to
their previous places of residence. They couldiefloee, become the new settlers, which was what
largely happened. The territories acquired at ttperse of Germany were attractive for settling for
the Poles. Higher quality of structures, potenjidds and more developed settlement infrastructure
than in the pre-war Poland made the migration d@mtigasier. This was yet compounded by the
political issues. Rapid settling of the acquireditery by the Polish population would turn the
acquisition into a permanent one.féit accompliwould be created, hardly reversible in the future.
This would namely require another wave of gigaptpulation resettlements. Thus, settling of the so-
called Regained Lands became a priority task ferRblish state. There existed a complete agreement
of opinions in this domain between the new Polidmiaistration, imposed by the Soviet Union, and
the society. It can be stated from the historieakpective that the undertaking was fully succéssfu
The settling of these areas by the Poles brougtit thll integration with the remaining parts ofeth
country and made the possibility of a change oirtpelitical status unrealistic. This, however,
required carrying out of large-scale population eraents over a short period of time.

After Polish administration took over the territ@iyuated to the East of the line of Odra and
Nysa u ycka rivers two parallel resettlement actions sthriOn the one hand, the still remaining
German population was being relocated to the Pots@@rmany, and on the other hand — both
planned and spontaneous settling of the areaspocted into Poland by Polish population was
taking place.

Polish population of a variety of territorial omgi started to flow into the area of the so-called
Regained Lands. This population is usually divided three groups. The first category is constdute
by the so-called re-settlers. These were the psrsamo lived on the territory, which was both befor
and after the war within the boundaries of the $Poktate. The second category was composed of
those, who were the so-called repatriates fromB&as&. They came from the areas lost by Poland to
the advantage of the Soviet Union. They usually Ralish citizenship from before the war. The third
category of settlers came from Germany and othentties of Western Europe. They were referred to
as re-emigrants or repatriates from the West. Mresjuently these were the people sent during the
occupation to Germany. This group included, thowdbo the representatives of the older Polish job
emigration.

In view of the fact that the Polish native popuatiwho remained in their previous places of
residence, were concentrated on only small patie@gtntire area in question (Opole Silesia, Masuria
Warmia), the primary task in settling the wholeaahad to be fulfilled by the population moving in,
who also played the essential role in the re-depremt of the entire territory.

Immediately after the military operations had entlegl so-called re-settlers started to come.
They had the relatively shortest way to go, sirfeytjust had to cross the former Polish-German
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border, no longer in existence. During 1945 as nmas1},630,638 individual “re-settlers” (see Table
13) came to the newly acquired territories.

Table 13.Inflow of the “re-settlers” to the Regained Lanas1945

No. Reporting period Number of persons having
settled on the Regained Lands
1 Until 1 June 1945 150,995
2 June 1945 166,332
3 July 1945 384,312
4 August 1945 295,741
5 September 1945 215,376
6 October 1945 153,689
7 November 1945 167,418
8 December 1945 96,775
Total 1,630,638

Source: S. Banasiakpzia alno osadnicza Pastwowego Urzdu Repatriacyjnego na Ziemiach
Odzyskanych w latach 1945-194The settling activity of the State Repatriationi€effon the
Regained Lands in the years 1945-1p4iastytut Zachodni, Poznd 963, p. 110.

The largest number of the “re-settlers” came in51l84m the province of Warsaw (369,067
persons), followed by the provinces of Cracow (298), Lodz (228,680), Kielce (212,126), Lublin
(202,226), Rzeszéw (158,480), Poznd12,698), Bia ystok (46,060) and Pomerania (4510he
data quoted do not reflect fully the reality. Or tine hand there were namely the cases of migration
outside of any evidence, and on the other handne 200 thousand persons did not stay permanently,
but returned to their former places of residenchilemhis fact was not recorded. There were even
persons, who obtained twice the settler’s tickets.

At the same time the transports bringing repasidtem the East started to come from the
East. The formal basis for the settling of the tegtes was constituted by the evacuation cardtla&d
list of belongings left to the East of Bug riven the territories no longer Polish. During 1945i$tol
eastern border was crossed in an organised magn&4h000 repatriates, the majority of whom were
transported to the Regained Lands.

The returns from the West had a differentiated attar. The returns of the re-emigrants were
organised in a planned manner and transports wieeetedd in a purposeful manner. Thus, for
instance, Polish miners from France or Belgium wssttled in Wa brzych or in Upper Silesia. The
workers coming from Germany, deported during theupation, did frequently in a haphazard manner
find on their way back places for living and jobsavould stay for good in the localities situated o
the new lands of western Poland. The demobilisédiess of the Ist and lind Polish (People’s) Army
were granted farms for their war exploits. Untild@enber 1, 1945, as many as 200,400 military and
members of their families settled (Banasiak 1963,33).

The very first reliable information on the demodrpsituation date from the population
census carried out on February"14946. The so-called Regained Lands were inhaliied by
5,022,000 people, of whom 2,725,000 were Pole§,62000 were Germans, 27,000 represented other
nationalities, and 194,000 were persons in theseoof verification procedure, that is — their Folis
nationality was being checked. If we subtract taéve population of Polish nationality of about one
million, we can estimate that until 14 February @%®ughly 1.9 million Poles moved into the
Regained Lands.

The entire year 1946 was the period of intensivpugaiion movements. During this year
1,386,900 Germans were deported, while 1,794,308sRooved in. According to the estimates made
at that time Polish population of the territoriekdn over from Germany (i.e. not accounting for the
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Free City of Gdask) was equal on Januari}, 1947, 4,642,800, and on Jurié 1947, 4,985,000 (see
Table 14).

Table 14.Territorial origins of the Polish population resiaty on the Regained Lands in 1947

No. Territorial origin 1 January 1947 1 June 1947
number in % number in %
1 Native population 1,008,500 21.7 1,067,000 21.4
2 | Settlers from central Poland 1,934,500 41.7 1,957,000 39.3
3 Re-emigrants 309,000 6.2
4 | Repatriates from the USSR 1,699,800 36.6 1,652,000 1 33.
Totals 4,642,800 4,985,000 100.0

Source: L. Kosiski, Procesy ludnaiowe na Ziemiach Odzyskanych w latach 1945-1960
(Demographic processes on the Regained Lands igelies 1945-1960 In: Prace Geograficzne, 40,
1963, p. 58.

The here considered years 1946-1947 brought firstlloessential changes in the ethnic
structure. The overall population number increasstnificantly, while the ethnic structure shifted
an essential manner. The number of Germans drofsped 2,036,000 in February 1946 down to
283,000 in June 1947. On the other hand, the nuwibPolish population (including the positively
verified native population) increased from 2,760,809 4,985,000.

On the basis of the surprisingly precise calcufetiof S. Banasiak (1965, p. 22) it is possible
to present the general scale of the settling adimng the three post-war years. Thus, according t
the author quoted during the period 1945-1947 tivaber of settlers having come was 4,082,610, of
whom 2,220,772 were settlers from central Polamd, 5,861,838 were repatriates (Fig. 17). They
were settled in the then provinces of Biaystok,[9% persons), Olsztyn (420,783), Gsla
(369,162), Szczecin (833,152), Pozr§a80, 870), Wroc aw (1,570,321) and Silesia (423)5

The subsequent period was characterised alreattyebymaller migration flows. Continuation
of settling required reconstruction of the fadigicompletely destroyed during military operatiand
burned down on purpose by the still quartering 8olvbops. That is why in 1948 only 62,000 persons
were resettled, in 1949 — 60,000, and in 1950 B¢, After the settling movement terminated the
primary source of the further population growth wagh natural increase, reaching even 30%.. It
resulted from the very advantageous age structuhe share of the young was very high among the
settlers. This was also the cause of high spata@ility. It is only starting with 1950 that we can
speak of the demise of temporariness and appeacahigher degree of stability.

Conform to the population census carried out in0L9%e territory that Poland obtained owing
to the decision taken in Potsdam, was inhabite8,886,200 persons. This was close to three million
less than in 1939. The young population structtireigh, announced a rapid compensation of these
demographic losses. That was, in fact, what hagpanthe years to come. In 1960 this territory was
inhabited by 7,800,000 persons, while nowadays the home to around 10,300,000 persons. The
census of 1950 included also the question of teiait origin. The results with this respect were as
follows (Kosi ski 1960, p. 8) (Fig. 17):

- native population 1,165,000 (19.6%)

- re-settlers 2,916,500 (49.1%)

- repatriates and re-emigrants 1,749,700 (29.5%)

- other and unknown 105,000 (1.8%)
Total: 5,936,200 (100%)
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Fig. 17. The action of settling the Regained Lands withidhgbopulation in the period 1945-1947

Fig. 18.Territorial origins of the population of the RegathLands in 1950
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The re-settlers, repatriates, re-emigrants and thddren born already in the new locations of
residence made up in 1950 a population of altogett®#66,200 persons. These data witness to the
scale of the post-war inflow of the population. $hefew years of the settling processes on the
northern and western lands of Poland closed thiegef large scale population movements, which
were taking place due to political reasons on Bdigritories. They lasted almost ten years. In the
subsequent period migration processes took on farelift character. Their reasons resulted from
economic causes and were brought about by thefdramstions induced by industrialisation and
urbanisation.

lll. The influence of the population movements onhe development of the population number of
the post-war Poland and the transformation of its #hnic structure

The politically-based population migrations takiplgace on the Polish territories, presented
here in the consecutive chapters, had no preca&udé¢me world history. This is true both for the kca
of the population movements and for their demogagbmplexity. These large-scale movements
started on Septembef', 11939, when German army attacked Poland. One eoobjectives of the
aggression was to conquer new settling areas éoGégrman population as well as to exterminate and
displace the nations not satisfying the racialecidt Ultimately, after five years of bloodshedato
defeat of the Nazi Germany followed. It brought atbthe exodus of more than a dozen million
Germans from the countries of Central and Easterofe, and the change of the political boundaries
of Germany. In the meantime, though, population eneents took place of the character unknown
until then. They were selective in ethnic terms.the consecutive stages of conflict they affected
different ethnic (national, racial, religious, ¢tgroups of population.

This is not to say that only migrations impacte@muphe demographic situation. During the
entire period of war enormous numbers of deathangntie civilian population and the military took
place. At the same time, there were also more werabgraphic processes going on: births, natural
deaths, and the resulting natural increase or dsereYet, population movements largely impacted
upon the general demographic balances. Sever#d shipolitical boundaries brought about each time
appearance of a large number of forced migrants.

Close to 30 million people were directly affectey these movements on the territory
contained between the line of Odra and Nysayaka rivers on the one hand and the eastern boyindar
of the pre-war Poland on the other. This numbesdu® account for the movements of the military,
that is — the several million soldiers of the Gemmaad Soviet troops having marched through Poland.
Exception was made for the interned Polish POWs@®f1939 and the Soviet POWSs exterminated by
the Germans in Poland. Analysis was in principleied out for the civilian population. Further, the
freewill, socio-economically motivated migratiomst associated directly to war, were not accounted
for. Attention was concentrated mainly on the fdrg@pulation movements. Despite this limitation
the overall scale of the politically conditionedgmations is extremely high. There is no need for a
precise summary nor for a reminder of all the migramovements. It is perhaps only worthwhile to
mention the most important of the movements, jusirder to illustrate the intensity of the respeeti
processes, which took place on the Polish landagha

- Polish POWs after the September 1939 campaign Olimi
- Polish population deported from the areas incomedranto the Third Reich 1.0 million

- deportations of the population under Soviet ocaopah the years 1939-1941 1.0 million

- inflow of the German population into the occupiedas of Poland 1.3 million
- Polish citizens sent to the Third Reich 3.0 million

- Jewish population transported to the places ofrext&tion 4.0 million

- Soviet POWs transported to the death camps 0.8omilli
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- inhabitants of Warsaw deported after the fall & Warsaw Uprising 0.6 million

- flight of the German population before the appraaglSoviet Army 5.0 million
- deportation of the Polish population from the ateatsto the Soviet Union 2.2 million
- deportation of the German population resettleddizdam Germany 3.2 million
- resettlement of the Ukrainian population to theiSoMnion 0.5 million
- return home of the Polish population from the West .0 raillion

- settling of the so-called Regained Territoriesmy Polish population 4.0 million

A statistical assessment of the here listed mignatnovements requires great care in
interpretation. The very same person could be stibje more than one deportation and/or
resettlement. Thus, for instance, the repatriates fthe Soviet Union were at the same time the
settlers populating the Regained Lands. This, afrs®m does not change the fact of large-scale
character of the demographic phenomenon considbtedt than a dozen million people were forced
to abandon their previous places of residence aede wsubject to ruthless terror, including
unconditional deportation. For many of them, andase of Jews for almost all, the destination was
death. In an explicit manner this purpose was skrdye the extermination or isolation camps,
distributed over the space stretching from therrRkine in the West to the Magadan in the Far East.
These forced population movements were as a rgleceged with the shifting political boundaries,
which changed several times over between 1939 848.1n virtually all cases the population of a
definite nationality had to follow the political rdicts imposed. The binding decisions concernirgg th
fate of millions of people were taken by Hitler $talin, and in the final stage of war the successiv
decisions were taken in Yalta or Potsdam. These wiimate and enforced decisions, and no right of
appeal could serve, numerous human communitiegulsatb follow them. Consequently, in the effect
of these diverse movements of Poles, Germans, Jdwajnians or Belarusians, taking place in
various directions, an entirely new demographic ethaiic situation of the Polish state took shape.

Poland, as of 31 August 1939, had the territory388,700 sq. km and population of
35,339,000. After the World War 1l the re-estabdidhPolish state had 312,700 sq. km contained
within completely different political boundariesg&Fig. 19).

The population census carried out on 14 Februa# 38elded the population number on the
new territory equal only 23,929,000. The changbamifndaries, demographic losses, as well as large-
scale migration processes resulted in the decrafagee population number by 11,409,200 persons.
Sure, the difference indicated does in principlé apply to the same territory nor to the same
population. That is also why without a more pret¢eseitorial-statistical analysis this number byeitf
says only a little about the true demographic fiamnsations, which took place over not quite seven
years. Simultaneously, namely, essential chang#gedéthnic structure took place. It is only a [mec
balance put together with respect to each of thiemealities involved that allows for formulation of
definite conclusions as to the geographical dioeciind scale of demographic transformations. The
analysis of population movements, presented iniquéat chapters of the report, these movements
being selective in ethnic terms, provides the bisigstablishing a full demographic balance of the
country. The issue is not only in showing the cauxfahe so deep change of the population number in
absolute terms, but — first of all — in presentatid the degree, to which the losses affected qaati
ethnic groups.
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Fig. 19.State boundaries of Poland 1939-1951

In order to fulfil the condition of substantial apmcy the analysis must refer to the territories
of pre-war and post-war Poland. This requires asgp treatment of the areas that belonged to &olan
both before and after the war, those in the Eadtviere lost by Poland due to war to the advantége
the Soviet Union, and those in the West, that Rbkequired at the cost of Germany. Each of these
areas requires carrying out of a separate demoigraptl ethnic analysis.

For the area of pre-war Poland we dispose of anialfistatistical documentation, elaborated
in 1941 in London, in which the population of thmuntry is presented according to the state as of 31
August 1939, within the then valid political bounida, that is — the ones established after theatlefe
of Poland in September 1939, and having persisigil 22 June 1941. These data provide the so-
called language structure of the population of Ralavhich, however, cannot be fully identified with
the ethnic structure (Table 15).
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The country-level data do not reflect appropriatisly regional specifics, which were highly
complex from the spatial point of view. The comgitgxof situation was particularly high on the
eastern territories of thé“Zommonwealth. An illustration of the scale of iégiional differentiation
in this domain is given in Fig. 18, showing the plgpion structures of particular provinces of Pdlan
according to the declared mother tongue in the $683ad.

Information on the population of Poland on the ef/¢he World War Il is fully reliable and
does not give rise to doubts. On the other hand,afishe language criterion in the estimation of
ethnic groups must cause definite reservationis. déigreed among the demographers that the use of
this criterion led to overestimation of the numioérPolish population at the expense of the ethnic
minorities. It requires, therefore, a definite fiedtion. The second issue is associated with the
division into two occupation zones. The eastermbany of Poland, established after the World War
Il 'is not fully conform — as it was already explkih— with the demarcation line adopted in the
agreement reached in September 1939 between Ribpprdnd Molotov. An appropriate correction
should be made with this respect and this parhefpopulation of Poland should be accounted for,
who lived to the West of the Curzon line and thermained in Poland after the war. The territories to
the East of the Curzon line were irrevocably ineldichfter 1945 in the Soviet Union. The ultimate
effect of this quite labour consuming statisticadgedure is shown in Table 16.

Table 15.Population of Poland according to mother tonguetlue occupied areas
(as of 31 August 1939)

Mother tongue (population numbers in ‘000)
. N © g c c c é
Occupied territories — | Totals | _ = S = g 8 |8 c - S <3
breakdown as of 1 January @ e < g 8& | 2 ? 2 S &%
1941 IS 3] 50 = g < 5 S 2 5 2
(O] T T L [O) @ = <
s fx o 4 = @
) O
Poland 35,339 24,388 803 2916 4,890 1,127 155 107 | 92 |861
Areas occupied by Germany, 22,140 19,114 714 1,807 361 4 P1 72 8 39
subdivided into:
- ReicH 10,568 9,221 658 58P 4 1 11 71 8 i
- General Governorship 11,542 9,863 61 1,225 357 3 10 1 0 22
- Slovakia 30 3d ( - - - - - D
Areas occupied by the 13,199 5,274 89 1,109 4,529 1,123 134 (35 |84 B22
USSR, subdivided into:
- Lithuania 537 371 1 71 D 14 17 0 61 2
- Belarus’ 4,733 2,320 6 426 55 1,105 PO 0 [23 %ps
- Ukraine 7,929 2,588 8 612 4,4Y4 4 p7 |35 0 112

Yincluding the so-called “Beyond-the Olza-rivergardisputed between Poland and Bohemia

2 the Belarusian population, having declared theated “local language”

Source:May Rocznik Statystyczny Polski (wrzest939-czerwiec 1941fThe Small Statistical
Yearbook of Poland (September 1939-June 1)94bndon, 1941, p. 9.
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Fig. 20.Mother tongue structure of the population of Polaedording to voivodships (provinces) in
1931

Thus, on the eve of the outbreak of the World Wdhée areas, which remained Polish after
the war, were inhabited by 23,482,800 persons,hafiw19,655,200 were Poles. On the territories that
Poland lost after the war to the advantage of thaee$ Union, 3,474,200 Poles lived in 1939.

The territories of the Third German Reich and threeFCity of Gdask, which were
incorporated after the war into Poland, were indl8% home for 8,855,000 persons. We have already
mentioned the difficulties with estimation of thember of Polish population inhabiting these areas.
Moreover, this also makes it difficult to accouat the later fate of this population. During theipé
analysed and just after the war a Polish minorityoaghly one million existed on these areas. Other
ethnic minorities were so small that they canncad@unted for.
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Table 16.Ethnic structure of the population of Poland (as8@fAugust 1939)

Population numbers
No. Nationality To the East of | To the West of Totals
the line of 16 August 1945
number % number % number %
1 Poles 3,474,200 29.3 19,655,200 83.7 23,129,400 65.5
2 Ukrainian$ 4,896,600 41.3 657,500 2.8 5,554,100 157
3 Jews 1,102,600 9.3 2,254,300 9.6 3,356,900 9.5
4 Belarusian’ 2,003,700 16.9 140,900 0.6 2,144,600 6.1
5 Germans 94,600 0.8 727,900 3.1 822,500 23
6 | Other nationalities 284,500 2.4 47,000 0.2 331,500 0|9
Totals 11,856,200 100.0, 23,482,800 1000 35,339,000 1Q00.0

1|t was assumed that the persons of Roman Catrellgion declaring Polish as mother tongue are
Polish

% The persons of Christian Orthodox or Greek Cathwligion, living in South-eastern Poland were
assumed to be Ukrainian

% In the estimation of the number of persons of dawiationality the religious criterion was treated
more important than the mother tongue

* The persons of Orthodox religion, residing in tioeth-eastern Poland (except for the Russians) were
considered to be Belarusians. Likewise, the perdeckaring “local speech” were also assumed to be
Belarusians.

SourcesDrugi powszechny spis ludrm z 9.12.1931r(The second population census of 9 December
1931, Warszawa 1934ylay Rocznik Statystyczny Polski (wrzesi®39-czerwiec 1941()rhe Small
Statistical Yearbook of Poland (September 1939-1194d ), London 1941.

In order to proceed with an adequate demographanbe, we should determine the potential
and the ethnic structure of the population overahtire area, which made up the territory of Poland
after the war. This area, situated between the dfuline in the East and the line of Odra and Nysa
u ycka rivers in the West, split up at that time begw Poland, Germany and the Free City of
Gda sk, was inhabited by 32,337,800 persons, whosemnddiiies were as follows:

Poles - 20,655,200 (63.9%)
Germans - 8,582,900 (26.5%)
Jews - 2,254,300 (7.0%)
Ukrainians - 657,500 (2.0%)
Belarusians - 140,900 (0.4%)
Other nationalities - 47,000 (0.2%)
Total - 32,337,800 (100.0%)

The post-war population census in Poland, carriedam 14 February 1946, showed, as
mentioned already, the population number equal 223800. Thus, the population of this territory
decreased between 1939 and 1946 by 8,408,000 gefSioce we deal with the same territory, we can
speak of demographic decrease caused by war. €bieake was brought about both by the direct war
losses and by the migration movements caused lyr@dipns. Consequently, essential changes of the
ethnic structure took place (Table 17).

In view of the fact that the census took place onditions of on-going resettlement
movements, it does not reflect a fully stable gitua The relatively stable situation appeared only
through the results of the subsequent censusedaotit in 1950. It took place after the completdn
the resettlement of the Germans and the mass irdfd¥e repatriates and re-emigrants to Poland. A
comparison of its results with the pre-war situatdhhows demographic and ethnic transformations as
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well as the scale of movements of Polish populatiig. 21). The census of 1950 had one important
shortcoming of the lack of information on the ethebmposition of the country’s population. The data
provided are only estimates, quoted after the iaffgtatistical sources of that time, which are fiudity
reliable. This does not, though, change the ovéralge: Poland became an ethnically homogeneous
country, in which ethnic minorities started to pjagt a marginal role (Table 18).

Table 17.Ethnic structure of the population inhabiting tleeritory of post-war Poland in 1939 and

1946
No. Nationalities 1939 1946
Number % number %

1 Poles 20,655,200 63.9 20,520,200 85.7
2 Germans 8,582.900 26.5 2,288,300 9.6
3 Jews 2,254,300 7.0 70,000 | 0.3
4 Ukrainians 657,500 2.0 220,200 | 0.9
5 Belarusians 140,900 0.4 116,500 0.5
6 Other nationalities 47,000 0.2 10,700 0.1
7 | Persons in the course of verification process - - 400 1.7

Totals 32,337,800 100.0 23,929,800 98.8

T Population of non-Polish nationality, residingfie provinces of Rzeszéw and Lublin.

% Estimated data, most probably underestimates.

® Population of non-Polish nationality, residinglie province of Bia ystok.

* In this census 286,500 persons had their nattyradit established.

Source:Powszechny sumaryczny spis ludma dnia 14.02.194Summary population census of 14
February 1948 Warszawa 1947.

Table 18.Ethnic structure of the population inhabiting tteerttory of post-war Poland in 1939 and

1950
No. Nationalities 1939 1956
Number % number %

1 Poles 20,655,200 63.9 24,448,000 97.8
2 Germans 8,582,900 26.5 170,000 0.7
3 Jews 2,254,300 7.0 50,000 0.2
4 Ukrainians 657,500 2.0 150,200 0.6
5 Belarusians 140,900 0.4 160,000 0.b
6 Other nationalities 47,000 0.2 30,000 0.1

Totals 32,337,800 100.0 25,008,000 100.0

! Ethnic structure for 1950 was provided in an agpnate manner on the basis of the contemporary
estimates, lowering the numbers of ethnic minai{especially of the German minority).
Sources:May Rocznik Statystyczny Polski (wrzesk939-czerwiec 1941fThe Small Statistical
Yearbook of Poland (September 1939-June 1)94bndon 1941, p. ¥owszechny Spis Ludmb z
4.12.1950r (Population Census of 4 December 1p30arszawa 1952.

The change of the ethnic structure of Poland had amdy demographic and statistical
consequences, but also the territorial ones. Tlse ar@as of Pomerania, Lower Silesia, Lubusza, or
the majority of East Prussia, had until 1945 h&kaman character. In effect of the virtually congle
exchange of population these areas became ethlniealish. Population movements changed also
their denominational image. Except for the regioh€pole, Warmia or the K odzko Bowl, which
were traditionally Roman Catholic, the remainingiteries here considered had been inhabited until
the war by Protestants. After the war, the Protégiapulation was resettled and the Roman Catholic
population moved in. Thus, we can speak of a caomptansformation of the population composition
in its ethnic, language and denominational dimersio
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Fig. 21.Comparisons of the ethnic structures of the popaanhabiting the territory of the post-war
Poland in 1939, 1946 and 1950
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Following several centuries of the German expansisaociated with the Germanising of the
Polish population, World War Il brought the cataptre of all the pan-German plans, known through
the slogan of Brang nach Osteéh Germans not only lost the areas conquered inl@feand 14
centuries, but the German-Slavic boundary moveddahe West, up to the line of Odra and Nysa
u ycka rivers. The territorial acquisitions in the $Weavere linked for Poland with the simultaneous
loss of the eastern territories, which were a vénportant element of the Polish national
consciousness. Without going into details of thesiblems, which exceed the frames of the present
report, it is perhaps worthwhile to present a camgpa of the demographic and ethnic structures of
the pre-war Poland in its boundaries of 31 Aug@39land the post-war Poland, shaped after the war
due to decision taken in Yalta and Potsdam (Ta®lard Fig. 21).

Table 19.Ethnic structures of Poland as of 31 August 1939 2ubecember 1950

No. Nationalities 1939 1956
Number % number %

1 Poles 23,129,400 65.5 24,448,000 97.8
2 Ukrainians 5,554,100 15.7 150,000 0.7
3 Jews 3,356,900 9.5 50,000 0.2
4 Belarusians 2,144,600 6.1 160,200 0.6
5 Germans 822,500 2.3 170,000 0.6
6 Other nationalities 331,500 0.9 30,000 0.n

Totals 35,339,000 100.0 25,008,000 100.0

! Ethnic structure for 1950 was provided in an agpnate manner on the basis of the contemporary
estimates, lowering the numbers of ethnic mina@i{especially of the German minority).
Sources:May Rocznik Statystyczny Polski (wrzesk939-czerwiec 1941fThe Small Statistical
Yearbook of Poland (September 1939-June )94bndon 1941, p. 9Powszechny Spis Ludmd z
4.12.1950r (Population Census of 4 December 1930arszawa 1952.

It does not seem purposeful to consider in detaildemographic balance of the war losses of
Poland. This work was done by K. Piesowicz (198pb,82), who also presented the quite
differentiated estimates forwarded by various satslPopulation of Poland decreased between 1939
and 1950 by more than ten million persons. Somgez0s had to elapse before the losses could be
compensated for. It was only in 1980 that Polan@irsd the population number of thé&"2
Commonwealth from 31 August 1939. Yet, an even nimggortant consequence was constituted by
the ethnic and religious homogenisation. From atipatihnic country, in terms of nationality,
language and religion, Poland turned into one ef itftost homogeneous mono-ethnic countries in
Europe. This effect was brought about by populatimmvements counted among the largest in the
entire history of Europe. In geographical termsséhemovements were of parallel character. Millions
of Poles and Germans were forced by the politicahts to move from the East to the West. A change
in the secular demographic trends took place. DQuitie previous 1000 years the German and Polish
populations have been gradually moving eastwardter Ahe World War Il the ethnic boundary
between the Slavic (Polish) and German populatiensned to its position from the Middle Ages.
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